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INTRODUCTORY. 


Most  oi'  the  ])a])ers  and  reeonls  copied  tor  the  First  Part  of  our  Collee- 
tious  were  found  in  the  town  clerk's  office  of  Townshend.  Of  these  some 
are  given  in  snl)stance  only,  others  aie  tahuhited,  and  some  are  presented 
without  abridgment.  To  the  written  testimonies  above  mentioned,  we 
have  added  a  few  statements  made  to  us  l)y  aged  peoph:-  whose  memory 
reaches  back  to  within  a  few  years  from  the  town's  first  settlement.  The.se 
sources  of  information,  together  with  certain  public  records  and  documents 
of  this  County  and  State,  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  United  States, 
are  authorities  for  the  facts  herein  stated. 

In  some  of  the  Family  Registers,  all  mend)ers  of  the  family  do  not  ap- 
pear upon  record.  A  few  of  these  omissions  have  been  supplied,  where 
evidence  justified  the  making  of  the  addition.  In  all  other  instances,  we 
present  the  record  as  it  was  written  by  the  re(ujrding  officer.  The  number 
of  registers  would  have  been  very  much  increased,  had  there  been  a  more 
general  compliance  with  the  Statutes  relating  to  the  record  of  marriages, 
births  and  deaths. 

The  list  of  deaths  is  made  of  names  and  dates  copied  from  records  both 
public  and  private,  and  from  memorial  stones  in  grave-yards. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  writer  to  publish  by  next  Summer  a  portion, 
possibly  the  whole,  of  the  Second  Part  of  his  Collections  relating  to  the 
history  of  Townshend. 

West  Townshend,  Vt.,  October  8,  1877. 


ACTON 


The  present  township  includes  the  original  town  of  Townshend,  and 
also  the  town  formerly  known  as  Acton.  Therefore,  our  materials  are 
divided  into  two  j)arts,  and  in  each  part— commencing  with  Acton — we 
present  what  has  been  collected  touching  the  history  of  the  towns  above 
named. 

Acton  is  a  portion  of  what  was  granted  by  New  York  on  the  fourth 
day  of  November,  1769,  to  Garrett  iSlover,  and  thirteen  others,  with  the 
township  name  of  "  Warrens-Town."  No  evidence  has  come  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  writer  that  this  grant  of  fourteen  thousand  acres  was  ever 
surveyed,  or  that  it  is  the  source  of  any  existing  land  title.  Indeed,  the 
first  settlers  took  so  little  notice  of  it  that  we  find  in  many  of  their  convey- 
ances but  one  allusion  to  the  corporate  name,  and  that  single  reference  is 
in  Jamaica  land  records,  where  the  stream  known  to  us  as  Turkey  Moun- 
tain Brook,  is  called  "  Warrenston  3Ieadow  Brook." 

After  town  lines  had  been  located,  there  remained  a  tract  of  unappro- 
priated land  which  had  a  very  irregular  form,  and  was  bounded  on  the 
North,  by  Londonderry,  Chester,  and  Thomlinsou  now  Grafton;  East,  by 
Thomlinson,  Rockingham  and  Athens  ;  South,  by  Athens  and  Townshend; 
West,  by  Jamaica  and  Londonderry.  A  portion  of  this  territory,  one 
hundred  forty-eight  rods  wide  and  six  miles  long,  popularly  called  JMack's 
Leg,  and  lying  between  Londonderry  and  Thomlinsou,  was  granted  Feb. 
27,  1782  ;  and,  when  chartered  in  1801,  received  the  name  of  Anderson's 
Gore.  Another  part  containing  thirteen  hundred  eighty  acres,  known  as 
Avery's  Gore,  was  granted  to  Samuel  Avery  of  Westminster,  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  This  tract  was  one  hundred  fifteen  rods  wide,  by  six  miles 
long,  and  adjoined  the  south  line  of  Thomlinson.  What  remained  of  the 
unappropriated  tract  above  mentioned  was  generally  known  as  Waltham, 
or  Waltham  Gore;  being  called  by  one  of  these  names  about  as  often  as 
by  the  other,  in  many  of  the  title  deeds  executed  prior  to  1793,  Waltham 
also  appears  on  Whitelaw's  map  of  the  State,  published  in  1794,  and  found 
in  the  first  edition  of  Williams'  History  of  Vermont. 

Soon  after  Waltham  began  to  be  settled  it  was  granted  by  the  General 
Assembly,  and  conveyed  by  the  following  charter  : 


The  Governor,    Council    and    General    Assembly  of  the   Freemen  of  the 
State  of  Vermont. 

To  all  people  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come.  Greeting  : 

Know  Ye,  that  whereas  our  worthy  friends,  Lieutenant  Moses  John- 
son and  Company  to  the  number  of  thirty-three,  have  by  Petition  requested 
a  Grant  of  unappropriated  Land  within  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  New  Settlement;  We  have  therefore,  thought  fit  for  the  due  en- 
couragement of  their  laudable  designs,  and  f  )r  other  valuable  causes  and 
considerations  us  hereunto  moving,  and  do  by  these  Presents,  in  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  Freemen  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  hereby  give 
and  grant  the  tract  of  land  hereafter  described  and  bounded  unto  the  said 
Moses  Johnson,  and  the  following  persons  hereafter  named,  his  associates, 
viz : 

Bartlett,  Moses  Haile,  Amos  Kaihan,  Gardner 

Bivins,  Ehenezer  Haile,  Amos  Id  Kaihan,  John 

Burt,  Asahel  Haile,  James  Knap,  Paul 

Burt,  Moses  Hayivard,  Silas  Lochlin,  Dennis 

Cummings,  Oliver  Holden,  Philemon  Moore,  John 

Day,  Elkanah  Hooker,  Israel  Moore,  Willard 

Fairbanks,  Nathan  Houghton,  Cyrus  Tinkham,  Jeremiah 

Fisher,  Noah  Houghto7i,  Ebenezer  Wire,  Samtiel 

Fisk,  Stephen  Hooker,  Azal  Wiswell,  Samuel 

Fisk,  Sylvanus  Hooker,  John  Wood,  John 

Goodhue,  Josiah  Jr.  Hooker,  Riverious  * 

Which  tract  of  land  hereby  given  and  granted  aforesaid  is  described  and 
bounded  as  follows,  viz  : 

Beginning  on  Townshend  North  line,  running  North  13  Degrees  East, 
two  miles  and  10  chains  ;  West,  3  miles  and  33  chains;  South,  10  Degrees 
West,  53  chains ;  North,  63  Degrees  West,  68  chains ;  South,  20  Degrees 
West,  one  mile  and  10  chains;  South,  80  Degrees  East,  four  miles  and  21 
chains,  on  Townshend  North  line,  containing  five  thousand  and  forty  acres. 

And  that  the  inhabitants  possessing  the  aforesaid  Tract  of  Land  shall  be 
entitled  to  equal  privileges  as  the  inhabitants  of  any  other  Gore  of  equal 
extent  within  this  State  and  that  it  shall  be  called  and  known  by  the  name 
of  JOHNSON'S  GORE. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  granted  premises  as  above  expressed,  with 
all  the  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  unto  them  and 
their  respective  heirs  and  assign  forever,  on  condition  that  each  proprietor 
of  said   tract  of  laud  shall  do  the  settling  duties  on  each  respective  right 

*  Names  of  the  grantees  are  arranged  by  us  in  alphabetieal  order. 


or  share,  the  same  as  is  required  to  be  done  in  the  respective  towns  within 
this  State,  and  to  be  under  tlie  like  penalties  and  forfeitures,  in  case  of 
neglect. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  the  Seal   of   this  State  to   be 
L.  S.     affixed,  in  Council  this  2od  day  of  February,  1782,  in  the  5th  year 

of  our  Independence. 

THO'S  CHITTENDEN. 
Attest,  Joseph  Fay,  Secy. 

The  charter  of  Johnson's  Gore  was  recorded  by  our  County  Clerk,  June 
21,  1797,  and  many  deeds  from  the  original  proprietors  and  subsecjuent 
owners  were  recorded  by  the  same  officer.  Some  of  their  conveyances, 
however,  are  found  in  the  land  records  of  Townshend,  which  adjoined  the 
district.  Possibly  deeds  of  land  in  this  Gore  may  be  found  recorded  in 
other  adjoining  towns. 

Our  Statutes  of  1779  required  that  deeds  be  recorded  in  the  town  clerk's 
office  of  the  town  where  the  lands  lie;  and  if  "there  are  no  inhabitants  in 
such  town,  and  consequently  no  town  clerk  or  register,  in  every  such 
case,  such  Grants  or  Deeds  shall  be  recorded  in  the  town  clerk's  record  in 
the  next  adjoining  town;  and  in  case  there  is  no  clerk's  office  in  any  adjoin- 
ing town,  then  such  Grants  or  Deeds  shall  be  recorded  in  the  records  of 
the  County  Clerk  in  the  County  where  the  lands  are." 

These  requirements  continued  in  force  until  the  rising  of  the  Assembly 
at  its  February  Session  in  1787,  when  the  law  of  that  year  upon  the  same 
subject  tooU  effect.  The  Statute  last  alluded  to  changed  the  previous  en- 
actment by  directing  "That  in  towns  where  there  is  or  shall  be  no  towD 
clerk  elected,  such  grants  of,  or  incumbrances  upon,  land  shall  be  recorded 
in  the  County  Clerk's  office  of  the  County  where  the  land  lies." 

Previous  to  March  1797  the  legislature  made  no  provision  for  the  reg- 
istry of  deeds  conveying  lands  that  were  outside  of  a  township.  This 
omission  was  supplied  by  a  clause  in  the  revised  statutes  of  that  year  re- 
tjuiring  that  all  '•  deeds  and  conveyances  of  lands,  tenements,  or  heredita- 
ments, lying  in  any  town  or  place  in  this  State,  in  which  there  shall  be  no 
town  clerk,  shall  be  recorded  by  the  clerk  of  the  County  Court,  in  the  same 
county,  in  w'hich  the  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  as  aforesaid  shall 
lie."  * 

Lieutenant  ^Moses  Johnson,  for  whom  this  Gore  was  named,  resided  in 
Putney  at  an  early  day,  and  held  some  offices  within  the  gift  of  that  town. 
About  the  year  1768,  he  built  the  first  two-story  house  erected  at  Putney 
Street.  He  was  one  of  the  number  who  commenced  a  settlement  in  the  year 
1777,  "at  the  south  end  of  the  Gore,''  which  subsequently  became  a  part  of 
Athens,  and  is  now  included  within  the  territorial  limits  of  Brookline. 
His  title  was  derived  from  the  position  he  held  when  in  the  active  military 


service  of  this  State.  In  1790,  he  was  a  resident  of  Bridport,  in  the 
county  of  Addison.  Afterwards,  he  lived  in  Westmoreland,  N.  H.,  Dum- 
merston,  and  Putney. 

The  tract  of  land  described  in  the  preceding  charter  is  situated  nearly 
midway  between  the  east  and  west  limits  of  the  county  of  Windham;  its 
north  line  is  about  six  miles  south  of  the  county  of  Windsor,  and  it  contains 
seven  and  seven-eighths  square  miles  of  land.  At  the  date  of  the  charter 
the  grant  was  bounded  on  the  North,  l\v  Londonderry,  Mack's  Leg  and 
Avery's  Gore  ;  East,  by  Athens  ;  South,  by  Townshend  ;  West,  by  Jamaica 
and  Londonderry.  After  the  incorporation  of  Windham  in  1795,  it  was 
bounded  on  the  North  by  that  town  and  Aveiy's  Gore;  and  on  the  West, 
by  Windham  and  Jamaica.  There  are  two  ranges  of  hills,  amidst  which 
are  the  sources  of  Acton  Brook,  and  Simpson  Brook,  whose  waters  flow  in 
a  southern  direction.  The  South  Branch  of  Saxton's  River  runs  near  the 
north-east  corner  of  the  territory,  and  in  a  south-easterly  and  north-easter- 
ly direction.  Each  of  the  aforesaid  streams  has  a  number  of  tributary 
rivulets  within  the  tract  described  in  the  charter. 

The  land  is  uneven  and  elevated.  An  eminence  of  the  east  range  of 
hills  has  been  named  "The  Fisher  Hill."  About  one-fourth  of  the  surface 
inclines  to  the  west,  the  remainder  having  an  eastern  or  else  a  southern 
slope.  Calcareo-mica  slate,  seamy  and  of  loose  texture,  and  gneiss  are  the 
rocks  commonly  found.  But  little  of  the  land  is  waste,  and  most  of  it  is 
capable  of  tillage.  The  soil  produces  large  crops  of  potatoes,  oats,  barley,  and 
grass;  and 'returns  a  fair  yield  of  corn  and  wheat.  Apples  and  the  com- 
mon vegetables  of  the  garden  are  among  the  products  of  eveiy  farm.  A 
good  share  of  the  first  growth  of  forest  trees  consisted  of  the  beech,  birch 
and  maple;  spruce  and  hemlock  existed  in  quantity  more  than  sufficient 
to  supply  any  want  of  these  kinds  of  wood  by  the  inhabitants  for  build- 
ing, fencing  and  other  purposes ;  ash,  elm  and  basswood,  were  found  less 
frequently.  The  second  growth  furnishes,  in  addition  to  the  above  list,  oak 
to  some  extent  and  popple.  The  principle  farm  products  turned  ofl^  and 
sold  are  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  butter,  wool,  maple  sugar,  timber  and  firewood. 

Most  of  the  original  proprietors  were  inhabitants  of  Jamaica,  Towns- 
hend, Athens,  Westminster,  Putney,  and  Dummerston  ;  a  few  resided  in 
Walpole  and  Richmond,  New  Hampshire ;  only  four  of  them — Ebenezer 
Bivins,  Noah  Fisher,  Amos  Haile,  '2d,  and  Philemon  Holden — ever  lived 
upon  the  land  conveyed  by  the  charter. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  in  1781 — about  one  year  before  the  date 
of  the  charter — by  Riverious  Hooker,  John  Hooker,  Ruel  Hooker,  Noah 
Fisher,  Ebenezer  Bivins,  and  Eleazer  Fisher.  Of  these  persons  the  first 
three  returned  to  their  homes  in  Athens,  after  laying  the  foundation  of  a 
settler's  claim  to  the  several  tracts  of  land  where  they  pitched ;  the  last 
three  became  the  first  permanent  settlers  of  the  district  by  continuous 


occapaucy  of  their  claims.  The  small  openings  made  this  year  in  the  forest 
were  upon  lots  marked  Ko.  1,  to  No.  (3,  inclusive,  upon  the  plan  of  the 
Gore.  Lot  No.  1,  lies  on  the  west  bank  of  Acton  Brook,  and  the  tracts 
indicated  by  the  other  numbers  are  in  the  valley  of  Simpson  Brook. 

The  original  proprietors  seem  to  have  been  organized  as  early  as  Septem- 
ber, 1781.  Probably  they  had  business  meetings  before  that  month.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  no  minute  of  what  was  done  thereat  has  come  down  to 
us.  Proprietors  doings,  subsequent  to  date  of  the  charter,  were  noted  upon 
scra])s — often  mere  bits — of  })aper,  and  these  were  not  arranged  or  tiled  by 
the  clerk.  Of  course,  masiy  original  minutes  are  irrecoverably  lost,  to- 
gether with  al!  knowledge  of  tlie  laets  written  thereupon.  To  rescue  from 
ol)livion  the  most  valuable  of  what  renuiin  of  these  papers,  we  present  them 
in  chronological  order  and  without  abridgment. 

"  Putney,  ^larch  7th,  1782. 
INIet  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted:  To  dismiss  Mr.  Nathan  Fisk,  as  clerk.  Chose  Amos  Haile, 
clerk  for  said  Propriety. 

Voted:  To  choose  a  committee  to  adjust  all  accounts  that  shall  be 
brought  in  for  past  services,  or  money  paid  for  the  use  of  said  propriety. 
Chose  Ml:  Nathan  Fisk,  Mr.  James  llaile,  Mr.  Riverious  Hooker,  Mr. 
John  Kathan,  Amos  Haile,  Esq.,  for  said  cotnmittee. 

Voti'd :  That  the  committee  meet  on  the  Sth  of  April,  next,  at  ^Ir. 
Ptter  Wilson's,  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  for  the  above  mentioned 
pui'pose. 

Voted :  That  all  persons  bring  in  their  accounts  at  said  time,  for  adjust- 
ment and  settlement. 

Voted:  That  the  meeting  stand  adjourned  till  the  IHli  of  April,  next, 
ten  in  the  morning,  at  Peter  Wilson's,  in  Putney," 

"April  9th,  1782. 
IMet  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted:  That  the  vote  be  reconsidered  as  to  the  adjustment  of  Abel 
Mattoon  and  Silas  Hayward's  accounts,  and  that  said  accounts  be  referred 
to  the  committee  now  sitting  on  the  business  of  adjusting  accounts. 

Voted :     To  accept  the  committee's  report  of  accounts. 

Voted:  That  all  persons  indebted  to  the  propriety  pay  the  sums  due 
from  them  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  for  the  use  of  the  propriety,  or 
give  their  security  to  the  treasurer. 

Voted:  To  choose  a  committee  to  inquire  into  each  petitioner's  right  of 
claim  as  a  petitioner.  Chose  James  Haile,  Solomon  Harvey,  Lieut.  Moses 
Johnson,  Riverious  Hooker,  and  Amos  Haile. 
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Voted:  That  Mr.  Abel  Mattoon  and  Mr.  Samael  Wiswell  be  coupIecJ.'*' 
That  WiHard  ]\Ioore  and  David  Hooker  be  coupled;  that  Cyrus  Whit- 
comb  and  INIoses  Bartlett  be  coupled. 

Voted:  That  the  paper  money  found  on  hand  be  delivered  to  the  treas- 
urer, which  is  Nine  Pounds  and  Six  Shillings,  for  him  to  dispose  of  in  the 
best  manner  he  can.     Hard  money  on  hand.  Five  Shillings  and  Five  Pence. 

Voted :  That  the  treasurer  be  empowered  to  receive  money  on  account, 
and  pay  to  Lieut.  Moses  Johnson,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Voted:  To  adjourn  this  meeting  till  the  first  Monday  in  iSIay,  nest,  6th 
day,  to  Peter  Wilson's,  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning." 

"  Putney,  May  6th,  A.  D.,  1782. 

Then  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted:  To  reconsider  the  vote  passed  in  September,  1781,  for  each 
petitioner  to  pitch  one  hundred  and  four  acres. 

Voted:  That  Riverious  Hooker,  John  Hooker,  Rue!  Hooker,  Noah 
Fisher,  Fbenezer  Bivins  and  Eleazer  Fisher  hold  one  hundred  and  four 
acres,  as  they  have  laid  it  out,  to  be  considered  as  their  first  division  lot ; 
the  four  acres  to  be  considered  for  the  use  of  roads. 

Voted :  That  there  be  one  hundred  and  four  acres  laid  out  to  each  right: 
the  four  acres  to  be  for  the  use  of  roads,  if  wanted  for  that  purpose. 

To  choose  a  committee  to  lot  out  to  each  right  one  hundred  and  four 
acres  of  the  best  land  for  settlement;  to  choose  a  committee  of  five. 
Proceeded  and  chose  Mr.  James  Haile,  Amos  Haile,  Esq.,  Mr.  Riverious 
Hooker,  Mr.  John  Moore,  Mr.  Samuel  Wiswell. 

Voted :  That  the  committee  go  on  the  business  of  lotting  out  the  above 
said  land  on  the  second  Monday  of  June,  next,  and  report  to  this  meeting 
on  the  first  Monday  of  July,  next,  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  morning. 

Voted :  That  the  committee  be  allowed  eight  shillings  per  day,  each, 
said  committee  to  find  themselves  all. 

Voted:  That  the  proprietors  find  the  committee  two  gallons  of  rum; 
that  Mr.  Nathan  Fisk  procure  it  and  deliver  the  same  to  Mr,  James  Haile. 

Voted:  That  the  treasurer  pay  unto  Lieut.  Moses  Johnson,  twenty  shil- 
lings, State  Money,  in  lieu  of  one  hax'd  dollar. 

Voted :     That  Amos  Haile  be  collector. 

Voted :     That  the  treasurer  collect  money  due  on  note. 

Voted :  That  the  prudential  committee  be  dismissed  and  another  chosen. 
Chose  Amos  Haile,  Esq.,  Mr.  John  ^Foore,  and  Lieut.  Moses  Johnson. 

Voted  :  That  there  be  two  dollars  granted  on  each  right,  to  be  paid  by 
the  first  of  July  for  said  committee. 

*  Probably  these  persons  stood  in  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  to  each 
other,  and  were  "  coupled  "  for  the  same  reason  that  owner  and  occupant  of  real 
estate  used  to  be  united  \uider  our  listintr  law. 
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l^okd :  That  this  meeting  be  adjourned  till  the  first  Monday  in  July, 
next,  ten  in  the  morning,  at  Amos  Haile's  in  Putney." 

"  1782.     July  1st,  Being  the  first  Monday. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted:  To  dismiss  Mr.  James  Haile  from  the  committee  to  lot  out  said 
land,  and  that  Mr.  Samuel  Wiswell  be  one  in  his  stead," 

The  committee  were  then  directed  to  lot  out  to  each  right  the  one  hundred 
and  four  acres  of  laud  already  voted,  and  report  their  doings  to  the  pro- 
prietors at  Amos  Haile's,  in  Putney,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  the  following 
September.  The  meeting  held  on  the  day  last  named  was  adjourned  to  the 
nineteenth  of  the  same  mouth,  when  the  report  of  the  committee  was  made 
and  accepted.     The  proprietors,  on  the  19th  day  of  September,  then 

"Voted :  To  choose  a  c^omraittee  to  draw;  and  chose  Dr.  Josiah  Goodhue 
and  John  Katiian. 

Votctl:  To  choose  a  committee  of  inspection;  and  chose  Lieut.  Moses 
Johnson,  Mr.  Samuel  Wire  and  Mr.  Ebenezer  Houghton. 

Voted:  That  there  be  one  Pound  granted  on  each  right  including  the 
twelve  shillings  granted  by  a  former  vote,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  by  the 
19th  day  of  Oetolier,  next." 

Lots  numbered  1  to  (3,  inclusive,  had  been  assigned  to  settlers  on  the 
preceding  sixth  day  of  May,  and  were  not  drawn.  A  few  of  the  pro- 
prietors had  sold  out,  and  in  such  cases  the  purchaser  held  the  land  which 
his  grantor  would  have  taken.  The  result  of  this  drawing  is  shown  by  the 
following  exhibit. 

First  Division  of  Lots  in  Johnson's  Gore,  as  drawn  by  the  proprietors 
on  the  19th  day  of  September,  1782. 

No.  7,  Drawn  by  Josiah  Goodhue,     No.  21,  Drawn  by  Dennis  Lochlin, 

"  8,  "  Nathan  Fairbanks,   "  22,  "  Samuel  Wiswell, 

"  9,  "  Benj.  Fletcher,          "  23,  "  Oliver  Cummings, 

"  10,  "  Silvanus  Fisk,           "  24,  "  Silvauus  Fisk, 

"11,  "  Moses  Burt,                "  25,  "  Silas  Hay  ward, 

"  12,  "  Jeremiah  Tinkham    "  26,  "  John  Moore, 

"  13,  "  Paul  Knapp,              "  27,  "  John  Kathan, 

"  14,  "  Nathan  Fisk,             "  28,  "  Gardner  Kathan, 

"  lo,  "  Ebenezer  Houghton  "  29,  "  Amos  Haile, 

"  16,  "  John  Wood,               "  30,  "  Moses  Bartlett, 

"  17,  "  Samuel  Wire,            "  31,  "  Nathan  Johnson, 

"  18,  "  Moses  Johnson,          "  32,  "  Cyrus  Houghton, 

"  19,  "  Azal  Burt,                  "  33,  "  Willard  Moore. 

"  20,  "  Josiah  Cummings, 
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On  the  ninth  day  of  April,  1792,  Amos  Haile,  Esq.,  Samuel  Wire  and 
Samuel  Wiswell  were  directed  by  vote  of  the  proprietors,  "  To  lay  out  two 
ten-acre  lots  to  each  richt,  to  he  called  the  "1st  and  2nd  division  of  ten-acre 
lots,  and  take  a  survey  of  the  remainder  of  the  Gore.'"'  No  record  was 
preserved  of  what  was  done  to  carry  this  vote  into  effect,  but  h()th  of  the 
ten-acre  divisions  were  surveyed  and  drawn  for  hy  the  proprietors. 

The  last  act  of  the  proprietors  in  rcL'^ard  to  dividing  and  distributing- 
their  property  which  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  writer  is  the  vote 
taken  November  14th,  1793,  "To  accept  the  pitches  and  draughts  in  John- 
son's Gore,  as  pitched  and  drawn  by  the  proprietors  according  to  the  plan 
of  said  Gore."  The  ])lan  has  not  been  wholly  ])reserved,  and  the  corner 
that  is  gone  showed  the  location  of  a  few  lots  both  in  the  two  ten-acre  divis- 
ions and  in  the  first  division. 

We  have  found  only  one  vote  of  the  proprietors  which  appropriates  any- 
thing for  laying,  making,  or  repairing  highways.  It  is  without  date  and  in 
the  following  words. 

"Voted:  That  there  be  a  tax  of  six  shillings  raised  from  each  right  in 
Johnson's  Gore,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  highways  and  repairing  the 
same;  to  be  paid  in  labor;  common  labor  to  be  at  three  shillings  per  day, 
and  other  matters  accordingly.  Or  said  tax  to  be  paid  in  cash,  and  within 
four  months  from  this  date.  The  Prudential  Committee  to  be  collectors  of 
said  tax  and  to  superintend  the  work." 

Lines  were  marked  probably  in  1780,  which  became  the  outside  limits  of 
Johnson's  Gore.  Lot  lines  of  the  first  division  were  surveyed  by  James 
]\rack,  in  1782.  Upon  the  East  side,  the  line  of  separation  from  Athens 
was  a  disputed  boundary.  On  the  part  of  that  town  this  line  was  run  in 
1793,  by  Ephraim  Nash,  County  Surveyor. 

To  preserve  the  knowledge  of  what  Mr.  Nash  saw  and  did  upon  that  oc- 
casion, we  present  a  copy  of  his  report. 

"Minutes  of  a  Survey  taken  6th  July,  1793. 

Beginning  at  a  stake  and  stones,  being  the  South-West  corner  of  Westmin- 
ster ;  which  place  of  beginning  is  also  the  South-East  corner  of  Athens,  be- 
ing in  the  north  line  of  Putney;  and  runs  from  thence.  North,  eighty-one 
Degrees  forty-five  Minutes  West,  by  the  Needle,  in  the  dividing  line  be- 
tween Putney  and  Athens  on  an  ancient  marked  line  of  trees,  five  hundred 
and  forty-six  rods,  to  a  beech  tree  marked  on  the  South-East  side.  Putney, 
N.  W.  Corner;  on  the  North  side,  B,  B.;  and  on  the  West  side,  1761,  or 
1767  ;  wdiich  of  the  two  I  was  not  certain,  supposed  to  be  in  the  East  line 
of  Townshend  ;  and  run  from  thence  North,  about  eighteen  Degrees  for- 
ty-five ^Minutes  East,  on  an  ancient  marked  line  of  trees,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seven  rods,  to  aline  running  North  eighty  Degrees  West;  where 
I  erected  a  corner  for  the  North-East  corner  of  said  Townshend ;  thence 
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North,  eighty  Degrees  West,  on  a  marked  line  of  trees,  four  hundred 
and  eighty  rods,  ami  erected  a  corner  (being  a  stake  and  stones)  for  the 
Houth-East  Corner  of  Johnson's  Gore,  so  called,  and  for  the  South-West 
Corner  of  Athens  three  miles  square,  so  called;  and  run  from  thence,  North, 
thirteen  Degrees  East,  (l)y  the  Needle)  six  hundred  and  eighty  rods,  to  a 
Black  Spruce  Tree  which  I  marked  1793,  where  we  left  running. 

EPHRALAI   :^ASB,  County  Survci/or. 
N.  B.    Charles  Pierce,  and Newton. 


Snvni  C/o 


(iiiinrii. 


Our  information  in  regard  to  the  first  settlers  of  the  district  and  their 
hardships  is  mainly  derived  from  the  personal  recollections  of  Dennis  Hol- 
den,  son  of  a  charter  grantee,  and  a  resident  of  the  territory  from  his  birth, 
in  1784.  No  other  person  born  in  the  district  and  known  to  the  writer  to 
be  living  has  so  great  an  age.  He  distinctly  remembers  events  which  oc- 
curred before  the  enactment  of  our  legislature  making  the  dollar  and  its 
parts  the  money  of  account  within  the  State. 

We  now  give  a  part  of  the  statement  he  dictated  to  us  in  18G0  : 

"All  our  first  settlers  were  persons  of  small  property.  I  doubt  whether 
any  of  them  had  more  than  enough  to  pay  for  his  land.  Some  could  not 
flo  even  that.  They  came  here  to  become  tillers  of  the  soil,  and  to  make 
happy  homes  for  themselves  and  families  in  a  dreary  wilderness. 

]My  father's  first  dwelling  was  a  log  cabin,  but  I  cannot  remember  back 
to  the  time  when  he  lived  in  it.  Two  frame  houses  were  built  and  occupied 
by  him  before  his  death,  in  1804.  He  built  the  first  frame  building  in  the 
district,  and  Dea.  Isaac  Fisher  put  up  the  second.  The  other  inhabitants, 
as  their  resources  enabled  them,  substituted  frame  residences  for  the  log 
cabins  they  were  obliged  at  first  to  occupy. 

While  clearing  away  the  primitive  forest,  it  was  our  practice  to  burn  the 
log  heaps  made  of  the  felled  trees,  leach  the  ashes  thus  obtained,  and  boil 
down  the  lye  into  potash  salts,  in  the  same  manner  that  we  converted  into 
sugar  the  sap  of  the  maple.  Bags  of  these  salts  were  slung  across  the  back 
of  a  horse  or  other  beast,  and  usually  carried  to  Ensign  Wiswell's,  in  the 
easterly  part  of  Townshend,  who  took  in  various  products  of  the  farm  for 
merchants  in  Putney.  Skillful  placing  and  constant  watching  were  re- 
quired to  prevent  the  salts  from  eating  off  the  hair  against  which  the  bags 
rested.  The  proceeds  of  these  salts  were  a  very  important  item  on  the 
credit  side  of  our  store  bills,  and,  quite  often,  this  jiroperty  was  all  w'e  had 
to  offer  in  payment  of  anything. 
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It  was  possible  for  us  to  free  our  choppings  from  limbs  and  trunks  of 
trees,  but  the  new  stumps  with  which  the  fields  were  thickly  dotted,  and 
the  green  roots  were  too  much  for  us.  In  time,  however,  with  the  assistance 
of  cold  and  heat,  rain  and  drought  we  fitted  the  land  for  thorough  cultiva- 
tion. After  our  farms  were  partly  cleared,  and  before  we  could  have  used 
plows  had  we  })ossessed  them,  the  crops  for  some  time  were  as  large  a  yield 
as  we  now  get. 

At  first,  our  stock  consisted  of  cattle  and  hogs,  only.  The  former  were 
few  in  number,  and  yet  we  were  under  the  necessity  of  working  hard,  es- 
pecially in  winter,  to  obtain  sufficient  fudder  and  browse  to  keep  them  alive. 
Our  hogs,  whose  flesh  we  ate  more  tiian  any  other  kind  of  aniuial  food^ 
were  suffered  to  run  at  large,  so  long  as  they  could  fatten  upon  what  they 
picked  up  in  forest  and  clearings;  then  they  were  driven  to  the  house  and 
slaughtered.  Horses  were  not  owned  here  before  our  mowings  had  consid- 
erable size,  nor  until  the  inhabitants  had  more  than  a  short  experience  in 
testing  the  fitness  of  the  ox  for  carrying  property  and  persons. 

A  good  deal  of  flax  was  raised,  and  made  into  tow  cloth  by  hand.  The 
garments  worn  by  the  people  were  made  of  this  fabric  more  than  any  other_ 
It  was  a  number  of  years  before  we  could  boast  of  our  woolen  apparel  of 
home  made  cloth. 

While  the  corporate  name  of  the  district  was  Johnson's  Gore,  the  free- 
men did  not  vote  at  elections  of  town,  county,  or  state  ofHcers.  There 
were  no  schools,  except  those  which  were  infrequently  opened  at  private 
charge  in  some  })crson's  dwelliuiz',  and  for  short  periods  of  time.  The  roads, 
if  they  can  with  propriety  be  so  called,  were  laid,  constructed  and  main- 
tained by  virtue  of  some  vote  passed  by  land  poor  proprietors,  who,  in  the 
main,  were  non-residents.  Our  poor  were  supported  by  private  charity. 
No  grand-list  of  the  Gore  was  ever  made. 

The  territory  never  had  a  village,  or  an  organized  church  within  its  lim- 
its. Religious  meetings  were  occasionally  held  however,  and,  in  private 
houses  and  barns,  before  our  school-houses  were  erected.  About  the  year 
1810,  Mrs  Stone,  a  Congregationalist,  and  Mrs.  Haile,  a  Baptist,  appointed 
and  conducted  a  series  of  conferences  which  resulted  in  a  ])owerful  religious 
revival.  A  number  of  persons  were  hopefully  converted;  some  of  whom 
united  with  the  Congregational  church  in  Windham,  and  others  with  the 
Baptist  church  at  South  Windham.  Of  six  members  of  our  family,  who, 
at  one  time  then  joined  the  Congregational  c-hurch  in  Windham,  I  have 
been  for  fifteen  years  the  sole  survivor." 

This  district  could  not  present  so  many  attractions  to  emigrants  as  were 
possessed    by  adjoining  towns   which   had    more   corporate   privileges,  and 


15 

there  were  but  few  settlers  here  prior  to  1797.  The  families  of  Scott  and 
others  came  about  that  time,  and  efforts  were  then  made  to  procure  the 
grant  of  a  township  charter. 

By  statute  passed  Nov.  (3,  1800,  it  was  enacted,  "That  from  and  after  the 
tirst  day  of  January  next,  all  tliat  tract  or  parcel  of  land  now  known  by 
the  name  of  Johnson's  Gore,  in  the  county  of  Windham,  be  and  hereby  is 
incorporated  into  a  town,  by  the  name  of  Acton;  and  the  inhabitants  re- 
siding therein  shall  have  all  the  pi'ivilcges  and  immunities  which  by  law 
the  inhabitants  of  other  towns  in  this  state  have  and  enjoy,  excepting  that 
of  electing  and  sending  a  representative  to  the  General  Assembly,  and 
State  Conventions." 

"That  the  freemen  of  said  town  may  assemble  for  the  time  being,  with 
the  freemen  of  the  town  of  Townsheud,  for  the  choice  of  State  officers,  and 
representatives,  either  in  Congress,  or  in  the  State :  and  it  is  hereby  made 
the  duty  of  the  first  Constable  of  the  town  of  Townsliend,  to  warn  the  free- 
men of  said  town  of  Acton,  to  assemlde  with  the  freemen  of  the  town  of 
Townshend,  in  all  freemen's  meetings,  by  posting  a  warning  of  said  meet- 
ing, in  the  most  public  place  in  said  town  of  Acton." 

That  part  of  the  foregoing  statute  which  deprived  the  new^  town  of  its 
right  to  elect  a  representative  was  so  manifestly  repugnant  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State,  that  one  is  surprised  to  find  such  a  clause  in  the  enact- 
ment. Nothing  of  the  kind  would  be  attempted  now.  Formerly,  however, 
it  was  no  unusual  thing  for  the  legislature,  when  incorporating  a  town  hav- 
ing but  few  people,  to  divest  it  of  representation  in  the  General  Assembly, 
and  require  its  inhabitants  to  vote  fiir  representative  either  in  the  towns 
from  which  they  had  been  taken,  or  where  it  was  best  for  them,  all  things 
considered,  to  attend  freemen's  meetings.  In  the  case  of  Acton,  its  free- 
men were  warned  by  the  constable  of  Tow'nshend  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  statute,  until  1824;  and,  according  to  Mr.  Deming,  this  was  the  next 
year  after  the  discovery  was  made  that  an  incorporated  town  could  not  be 
deprived  by  the  legislature  of  being  represented  in  the  General  Assembly 
agreeably  to  the  State  constitution. 

The  meeting  to  organize  the  town  of  Acton  was  held  at  the  dwelling-house 
of  Noah  Fisher,  on  the  3d  day  of  jMarch,  1801,  by  virtue  of  a  warning 
dated  the  14th  day  of  the  preceding  month,  and  signed  by  John  Hazelton, 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  At  this  meeting,  nothing  was  done  except  to  elect  a 
full  board  of  town  officers. 

The  line  of  separation  between  Acton  and  Athens  was  a  disputed  bound- 
dary,  and  received  early  attention.  It  was  settled  by  the  following  agree- 
ment which  is  duly  recorded. 

"Whereas  Samuel  Bailey,  Thaddeus  Alexander  and  James  Shafter,  a 
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committee  appointed  by  the  town  of  Athens  for  tlie  purpose  of  agreeing, 
settling  and  establishing  a  permanent  line  of  division  between  the  towns  of 
Athens  and  Aeton,  late  Johnson's  Gore;  and  also  K'oah  Fisher,  Aaron 
Knap  and  William  Jennison,  a  committee  elected  for  the  same  purpose  as 
above  mentioned  by  and  on  the  part  of  said  town  of  Acton,  having  met  for 
that  purpose  at  said  Acton,  on  tliis  2oth  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1801,  and 
mutually  considered  the  subject  respecting  said  line,  for  which  wc  were  ap- 
pointed by  our  several  towns,  and  after  taking  into  view  every  particular 
circumstance  attending  the  same;  we  do  make,  declare  and  publish  the  fol- 
lowing to  be  the  line  of  division  between  said  towns  of  iVthens  and  Acton. 

Beginning  at  a  hendock  stake  and  stones  standing  on  the  line  commonly 
called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Kelley  line,  where  the  same  is  inter- 
sected by  a  line  run  in  the  year  171)7,  by  Stci)hcn  Choat,  Surveiior;  then 
South,  13  degrees  West,  on  what  is  commonly  called  and  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Choat  line,  to  Townshend  North  line,  which  we  consider  to  be 
agreeably  to  the  charter  of  said  town  of  Athens. 

The  above  described  line  Ave  mutually  agree  to,  in  our  said  capacities 
above  meiitioned,  in  behalf  of  the  said  towns  of  Athens  and  Acton,  and  es- 
tablish as  the  permanent  line  of  division  between  said  towns  of  Athens  and 
Acton. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names  in  our  said 
capacities,  on  the  date  above  mentioned. 

Thaddeus  Alexander,,  ') 

Samuel  Bailey,  >  Committee,  on  the  part  of  Athens. 

James  Shafter.  ) 

Noah  Fisher,     \   (.  ,,,^^;;;^,     ^„  the  part  of  Actons 
Aaron  Knap,     j  >  i        j 


The  first  grand-list  of  the  town  is  dated  Sept.  14,  1801.  Twenty-six 
names  are  upon  it,  only  one  of  which  was  a  non-resident.  The  list  also 
shows  that  there  were  subject  to  taxation  by  the  town  about  the  time  of  its 
organization, 

20  Polls  at  S20,  17  Horses  at  813.50, 

43^  Acres  improved  land  at  81.75,        5  Two-year-old  colts  at  86.50, 
20  Oxen  at  810,  2  Yearling  colts  at  $3.50, 

61  Cows  and  three-year-olds  at  8(i. 50,  8  Houses  assessed. 
16  Two-year-olds  at  ^rx 
We  now  give  the  personal  lists  found  upon  the  first  grand-list  of  Acton, 
Bolls  listed  are  indicated  by  the  lettei'  a,  and  the  non-resident's  name  is  in 
italics. 
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$  26  25 
30  87 
41  75 
2(3  50 

20  00 
114  25 

79  50 
39  75 
54  75 
46  50 
111  00 

21  25 
83  87         a 

Amount,  61,326.85. 

From  1797  to  1820,  the  valuation  of  polls  and  ratable  property  under 
our  listing  law  was  the  same.  Tlie  grand-lists  of  Acton  for  1819  and  1820 
are  supposed  to  be  lost. 

We  give  the  grand-list  of  1818,  that  it  may  be  compared  with  the  list  of 
18ol,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  gain  of  the  town  in  material  prosper- 
ity during  the  first  seventeen  years  and  nearly  half  of  its  existence. 


a 

Butler,  David 

a 

Covey,  Joseph 

a 

Farr,  Thomas 

a 

Farr,  Thomas  Jr. 

a 

Fisher,  Gurdin 

a 

Fisher,  Isaac 

Fisher,  Noah 

a 

Fisher,  iS'oah  Jr. 

a 

Fisher,  Timothy 

a 

Green,  Francis 

a 

Haile,  Amos 

Hicks,  John 

a 

Holdeu,  Philemon 

Hou'ard,  Levi 
a  Jenuison,  William 
a  Johnson,  Elisha 
a  Kathan,  Rulus 
a  Kingsbury,  Philip 

Knap,  Aaron 
a  Levins,  Abel 

Prentiss,  Elijah 

Prentiss,  Joseph 
a  Scott,  Shepard 
a  Scott,  Waitstill 
a  Scott,  Woodruff 
a  Streeter,  Otis 


S  5  25 
137  50 
28  25 
40  87 
21  75 
11  25 
62  12 
5  25 
55  00 
20  00 
90  62 
82  75 
70  00 


a  Allen,  Peter 
a  Brooks,  Eben'r 

Burby,  David 

Gonant,  Luther 
a  Covey,  J^evi 
a  Fairbank,  Iri 
a  Farr,  Joel 

Farr,  Leonard 
a  Farr,  Thomas 
a  Farwell,  Lemuel 
a  Fisher,  Isaac 
a  Fisher,  Noah  Jr. 
a  Fisher,  Timothy, 
a  Fisher,  Timothy  Jr. 

Gates,  Thomas 
a  Hagar,  Benjamin 
a  Harris,  William  Jr. 
a  Hazel  ton,  Heman 
a  Hildreth,  Wilson 
a  Plolden,  Dennis 
a  Holden,  Squire 

Howard,  Levi 

«  Polls  listed. 


$  99 

25 

71 

00 

35 

25 

33 

75 

96 

25 

59 

37 

53 

00 

4 

00 

28 

75 

105 

25 

146  00 

131 

00 

92 

75 

20 

00 

14 

75 

20  00 

33 

50 

39 

50 

90 

00 

100 

75 

59 

75 

14 

00 

Howe,  Benjamin 
a  Huntington,  Ebenezer 
a  Jennison,  William 
a  Johnson,  Elisha 
a  Johnson,  William 
o  Jordan,  Sylvanus 
a  Kingsbury,  Asa 
a  Loss,  Benjamin 

Lovell,  Willard 
a  Marsh,  Alpheus 
a  Scott,  Rhodolphus 

Smith,  Ephraim 
a  Sprague,  Major 
a  Stone,  Amos 

Streeter,  John 
a  Streeter,  Otis 

Taft,  Josiah 
a  Town,  Daniel 
a  Wellington,  Nath'l 
a  Wilder,  Ephraim 
a  Wilder,  Milton 

Willev,  Benjamin 
'  (3)    ■ 


8  8  75 
84  75 

130  50 
71  50 
48  25 
91  25 
50  00 
55  25 
4  00 
31  50 

117  00 
75  75 
75  50 

118  50 
75  25 
20  00 
14  00 
24  00 
26  50 
20  00 
54  37 
70  00 
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33  Polls  at  $20.00 

122  Acres  improved  laud  at  $1.75 

34  Oxen  at  $10.00 

119  Cows  and  three-year-olds  at  $6.50 

34  Cattle  two  years  old  at  $5.00 

28  Horses  at  $13.50 

6  Horses  at  $6.50 

5  Horses  at  $3.50 

24  Houses  assessed  $1150.00  at  2  per  cent. 

Amount, 


$660  00 

213 

50 

340 

00 

773 

50 

170 

00 

378 

00 

39 

00 

17 

50 

23 

00 

$2614  50 

The  last  grand-list  of  Acton  was  made  in  1840,  and  agreeably  to  a  stat- 
ute which  differed  from  that  of  1797  in  regard  to  assessment  valuations. 
The  personal  lists  upon  it  are  entered  as  follows: 

School  District  No.  1. 


a  Baldwin,  Lawsou  B. 

$12  75 

a  Osgood,  Joseph 

$22  44 

Farr,  Joel 

2  87 

a  Smith,  Eli 

55  14 

a  Fisher,  Nathan 

44  35 

a  Smith,  Elisha 

30  62 

a  Hazelton,  Oliver 

28  22 

Stiles,  Elhanan 

7  56 

a  Holden,  Dennis 

51  55 

Streeter,  John 

13  15 

Holden,  Philemon 

7  56 

a  Wilbur,  David 

19  78 

a  Holden,  Philemon 

27  57 

a  Wilbur,  Ephm.&  Bradford  21  73 

Melendy,  John  G. 

10  32 

a  Wilbur,  Field 

40  50 

School  District  No.  2. 

Farr,  Kimball 

$11  02 

a  Holden,  Squire 

$38  89 

a  Fisher,  Daniel 

35  84 

a  Huntington,  Ebenezer 

40  27 

Fisher,  Isaac 

32  70 

a  Jennison,  John 

24  73 

a  Fisher,  Isaac  Jr. 

32  45 

Kimball  John 

7  87 

a  Fisher,  Pliny 

27  92 

a  Lamphear,  Jesse 

12  05 

a  Fisher,  P.  &  Lamphear  J.     8  04 

Osgood,  Joseph 

1  89 

a  Hazelton,  Israel 

27  15 

Stone,  Horace  W. 

6  90 

Holden,  Dennis 

3  87 

Stone,  H.  W.  & 

Fisher  I.  Jr. 

11  27 

School  District  No.  3. 

Ames,  Abia 

$6  30 

a  Jennison  Joseph 

$51  47 

Cobleigh,  Eleazer 

5  25 

a  Sprague,  Major 

33  22 

Howard,  Albert 

1  57 

a  Taft,  Josiah 

64  90 

Plowe,  Clark 

6  30 

$33 

60 

17 

64 

7 

56 

S1016 

98 

19 

School  District  No.  4. 

Burby,  David  615  70         a  Whitcomb,  Ansel 

a  Francis,  Apollos  37  45  Whitcomb,  William 

0  Harris,  Christopher  24  04  Willey,  Benjamin 

Huzzy,  3  00 

Amount  of  list  for  County,  Town  and  other  purposes, 

(I  Poll  listed. 

The  following  items  are  taken  from  the  summary  of  particulars  given 
upon  said  grand-list. 

25  Polls,  39  Two-year-olds. 

30  Oxen,  31  Horses. 

119  Cows,  and  other  cattle  3         651  Sheep, 
years  old  and  upwards 


SCHOOL  DISTRICTS  AND  SCHOOLS, 

The  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  controversies  which  were  closed  by 
the  admission  of  Vermont  into  the  Union  delayed  the  passage  of  a  law  to 
carry  into  effect  the  constitutional  provisions  adopted  in  1777  concerning 
schools.  As  soon,  however,  as  the  State's  existence  had  been  made  reason- 
ably secure,  due  attention  was  given  to  common  schools.  The  revised  laws 
of  1779  contain  no  enactment  concerning  schools.  The  first  statute  relat- 
ing to  the  subject,  entitled  an  act  "For  appointing  and  supporting  schools," 
was  passed  on  the  22d  day  of  October,  1782.  This  was  about  five  years 
after  our  first  constitution  began  to  be  enforced,  nearly  at  the  close  of  the 
fifteenth  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  when  more  than  two  hun- 
dred days  of  the  five  years  had  been  spent  in  making  laws  for  the  State. 

The  power  of  a  town  to  divide  its  territory  into  school  districts  dates  from 
this  primary  law. 

The  town  of  Acton  established  its  school  districts  on  the  13th  day  of 
April,  1801,  and  with  the  following  limits. 

"The  first  district  to  include  Amos  Haile,  Francis  Green  and  all  the  in- 
habitants east  of  them. 

The  second  district  to  include  all  the  inhabitants  west  of  said  Haile  and 
said  Green,  to  the  Gulf  Brook,  so  called. 

The  third  district  to  include  all  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  west  of  said 
Gulf  Brook." 

A  division  by  lines  upon  the  territory  divided  would  have  accorded  bet- 
ter with  the  fitness  of  things,  and  with  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
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The  first  and  second  districts  were  organized  soon  after  they  were  consti- 
tuted. The  third  district,  which  contained  but  few  people,  never  had  a 
school-house,  and  practically  w'as  always  a  part  of  the  adjoining  district  in 
the  town  of  Jamaica,  to  which  it  was  annexed  by  a  concurrent  vote  of  the 
towns  in  the  month  of  March,  1819,  under  the  act  of  1808. 

On  the  4th  day  of  March.  1816,  the  town  voted  "To  set  off  the  following 
inhabitants  in  the  east  part  of  the  first  school  district  either  into  a  separate 
district,  or  to  join  them  with  the  inhabitants  in  the  north-west  part  of 
Athens,  for  the  support  of  schools  ;  to  wit,  Solomon  Hudson,  Iri  Fairbanks, 
Benoni  Ray. 

The  tract  of  land  occupied  by  these  persons  became  the  fourth  district  of 
Acton.  By  an  act  of  the  legislature  passed  in  1816,  the  north-west  corner 
of  Athens  and  a  part  of  Avery's  Gore  were  annexed  to  Grafton.  This  ac- 
cession became  part  of  the  11th  district  of  Grafton,  to  which  the  fourth  dis- 
trict of  Acton  was  united  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  two  towns.  The 
school-house  of  the  fourth  district  was  removed  to  where  the  brick  school- 
house  now  (1870)  stands,  and  became  the  school-house  of  the  11th  district 
above  named. 

Formerly,  school  monies  were  divided  yearly  among  the  districts  of  a 
town,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  scholars  in  each  district.  The  divis- 
ion was  based  upon  annual  returns  by  district  clerks  to  their  town  clerk 
specifying  the  number  of  children  between  the  age  of  four  and  eighteen 
years  in  the  district  of  the  certifying  clerk.  It  was  the  duty  of  town  clerks 
to  make  an  entry  on  record  of  these  returns.     Such  was  the  law  of  1797. 

None  of  the  original  returns  have  come  down  to  us,  and  those  of  an 
earlier  date  than  1812  were  not  recorded.  We  have  obtained  from  record 
the  facts  shown  by  the  following  table  which  exhibits  the  number  of  schol- 
ars in  each  school  district  for  the  years  named. 


Year. 

District  No.  i 

.  District  No.  2. 

District  No.  3. 

District  No.  4. 

Total. 

1812. 

52 

33 

13 

98 

1813. 

51 

41 

16 

108 

1814. 

38 

42 

15 

95 

1815. 

36 

39 

25 

100 

1816. 

33 

39 

23 

10 

105 

1817. 

37 

39 

12 

11 

99 

1818. 

32 

44 

18 

9 

103 

1819. 

27 

39 

16 

7 

89 

1820. 

19 

31 

22 

9 

81 

1821. 

26 

31 

20 

5 

82 

1822. 

31 

30 

17 

7 

85 

1823. 

22 

34 

12 

8 

76 

1824. 

17 

33 

9 

9 

68 

21 


Year. 

Di 

strict  No.  I. 

District  No.  2.     District  No.  3. 

District  No.  4. 

Total. 

1825. 

21 

31 

10 

7 

69 

1826. 

U 

34 

9 

11 

68 

1827. 

18 

35 

8 

12 

73 

1828. 

Isot  recorded. 

1829. 

14 

35 

9 

13 

*  71 

1830. 

13 

24 

8 

11 

56 

1831. 

12 

34 

7 

20 

73 

1832. 

13 

19 

7 

16 

55 

1833. 

18 

20 

11 

16 

65 

1834. 

13 

19 

14 

16 

62 

1835. 

11 

19 

8 

12 

50 

1836. 

12 

17 

7 

11 

47 

1837. 

15 

14 

6 

8 

43 

1838. 

15 

18 

7 

6 

46 

1839. 

13 

20 

8 

7 

48 

1840. 

16 

15 

9 

8 

48 

1841. 

23 

21 

S  U  M  ^I  A  E  Y 


1812-16.     Yearly  aver 

1817-21. 

1822-26. 

1827-31. 

1832-36. 

1837-40. 

Returns  tor  1828  were  not  recorded,  and  those  of  1841  embraced  only 
two  school  districts. 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  number  of  weeks'  schooling  in  each  district,  we 
present  the  following  facts,  obtained  from  returns  which  were  made  agre- 
ably  to  the  law  of  1821. 


'age,  rejecting  fractions, 

for  5  years, 

101  S 

cholars 

' 

"  5  years, 

90 

' 

"  5  years. 

73 

' 

"  4  years. 

68 

"  5  years, 

55 

' 

"  4  years. 

46 

Year. 

1822. 

District  No.  I, 
Weeks. 

2 

District  No.  2, 
Weeks. 

6 

District  No.  3, 
Weeks. 

6 

District  No 
Weeks. 

24 

1824. 

18 

20 

8 

27 

1825. 

16 

16 

16 

29 

1826. 

16 

15 

8a 

24 

1827. 

16 

20 

8a 

21 

1829. 

17 

8a 

•       28 

1830. 

16 

16 

20 

26 

1831. 

16 

20 

20 

24 

99 


Year. 
1832. 

District  No.  I, 
Weeks. 

16 

District  No.  2, 
Weeks. 

16 

District  No.  3, 

Weeks. 

20 

District  No 

Weeks. 

24 

1833. 

16 

16 

20 

20 

1834. 

16 

19 

24 

24 

1835. 

16 

20 

12a 

24 

1836. 

16 

13 

22 

25 

1837. 

16 

14 

22 

19 

1838. 

18 

19 

22 

1839. 

18 

16 

16 

24 

1840. 

18 

9 

16 

1S41. 

18 

16 

a.     At  the  expense  of  the  district  exclusive  of  the  public  money. 

A  superintending  committee  of  schools — the  board  to  consist  of  three, 
five  or  seven  persons— was  required  to  be  chosen  in  and  for  each  town,  by 
a  law  passed  in  1827.  We  present  the  names  elected  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Acton. 

1828-29.  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Lemuel  Farwell,  Nathan  Fisher,  Isaac 
Fisher,  Jr.,  William  Harris,  Jr. 

1830.  Lemuel  Farwell,  Daniel  Fisher,  Thomas  Farr. 

1831.  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Daniel  Fisher,  Isaac  Fisher,  Jr. 

1832.  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Lemuel  Farwell,  Nathan  Fisher,  Isaac 
Fisher,  Jr.,  Major  Sprague. 

1833.  Lemuel  Farwell,  Daniel  Fisher,  Major  Sprague. 

On  the  31st  day  of  Dec.  1836,  the  town  voted  to  receive  the  portion  of 
the  public  money  deposited  by  the  United  States  with  this  State,  belonging 
to  said  town;  and  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Dennis  Holdeu  and  Isaac  Fisher, 
Jr.  were  then  chosen  Trustees,  "To  receive  said  money  and  dispose  of  it  as 
the  law  directs."  These  persons  served  till  the  annual  meeting  in  JNIarch, 
1838,  when  they  gave  place  to  Nathan  Fisher,  Eli  Smith  and  Joseph  Jen- 
nison,  who  served  to  the  close  of  the  town's  corporate  existence. 

UNITED  STATES  DEPOSIT  MONEY. 

Distributed  to  Acton  on  census  of  1830,  $420.15 

"      on  census  of  1840,  $389.82 

ROADS. 

The  character  of  the  first  roads  in  the  district  was  determined  by  the 
circumstances  and  needs  of  the  inhabitants.  Being  destitute  of  money  and 
not  possessing  a  carriage  or  even  a  cart,  tlie  first  settlers  had  a  highway 


sufficient  lor  them,  when  a  i)ath,  indicated  by  a  line  of  marked  trees,  was 
in  such  state  of  repair  that  a  person  with  a  burden  on  his  shoulders,  or  a 
beast  with  a  load  on  its  back  could  travel  therein.  In  the  valley  of  Acton 
Brook  there  were  three  public  roads  of  this  description,  which,  except  the 
discontinued  part  leading  over  Fisher's  hill,  have  been  widened  and  wrought 
and  are  highways  of  the  present  day.  The  one  near  the  west  line  of  the 
town  was  made  a  county  road  in  1802,  by  Ephraim  Holland,  James  Shaf- 
ter  and  Daniel  Read,  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  1801, 
"To  lay  out  and  survey  a  County  road  from  the  Coui-t-house  in  New-Fane, 
in  the  County  of  Windham,  to  the  north  line  of  said  County,  in  the  direc- 
tion to  Rutland." 

Our  records  show  the  number  of  altered,  discontinued  and  newly  laid 
roads  usually  found  in  towns  of  like  extent,  location  and  population.  Of 
the  more  important  highways  now  used,  that  over  which  the  stage  passes  in 
going  from  Townshend  to  Grafton  was  laid  l)y  Peter  R.  Taft,  William  C- 
Hawkins  and  Thomas  F.  Hammond,  Commissioners  appointed  in  1832,  at 
the  April  Term  of  Windham  County  Court,  on  the  Petition  of  Epaphrodi- 
tus  Ransom  and  others.  This  road  was  constructed  in  1833.  The  road  in 
the  north-east  part  of  the  town,  near  the  South  Branch  of  Saxton's  River, 
was  built  in  1836 ;  and  the  Brook  Road,  extending  from  the  school-house 
in  District  No.  1  to  the  saw-mill  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  was  made  in  1839-40. 
In  the  month  of  September,  1831,  the  town  voted  a  labor-tax  of  seven  cents 
on  the  dollar  of  its  grand-list ;  and  ordered  that  it  be  expended,  under  di- 
rection of  highway  surveyors,  upon  the  present  road  leading  westerly  from 
the  school-house  in  District  No.  1,  to  the  town  line  of  Windham. 


HIGHWAY  TAXES. 

The  money  ordinarily  laid  out  for  repairing  roads  in  Acton  was  derived 
from  two  sources.  First,  the  highway  tax  which  the  statute  directed  the 
selectmen  to  levy  yearly.  Second,  such  additional  sum  as  the  town  might 
vote  to  have  expended  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  statutory  amount  was  fixed  in  the  years  and  manner  following. 

1797.  By  a  tax  on  the  list  of  the  polls  and  ratable  estate  to  the  amount  of 
four  days,  at  least,  to  be  computed  at  sixty  six  cents  per  day,  to  each 
male  person  over  twenty  one  years  of  age  and  under  sixty  (ministers 
of  the  gospel,  the  president,  professors,  tutors  and  students  of  colleges 
and  annual  school  masters  excepted).  Tax  estimated  and  apportioned 
on  the  list. 


24 

1818.  By  a  tax  on  the  list  of  the  polls  and  ratable  estate  to  the  amount 
of  four  clays'  work,  to  be  computed  at  ninety  two  cents  per  day,  to 
each  male  person  over  twenty  one  years  of  age,  and  under  sixty  (min- 
isters of  the  gospel,  the  president,  professors,  tutors  and  students  of  col- 
leges and  annual  school  masters  excepted).  Tax  estimated  and  ap- 
portioned on  the  list. 

1824.  By  an  annual  tax  of  four  cents  on  the  dollar  of  the  lists  of  each 
town,  in  lieu  of  the  amount  ascertained  by  counting  the  polls. 

1826.     Bv  tax  of  six  cents  on  the  dollar  of  the  lists  of  each  town. 


The 
yearly 

Year. 
1801. 

1802. 
1822. 
1828. 
1830. 
1880. 
1831. 


sums  voted   by  Acton   for  the  repair  of   roads,  in 
statutory  tax,  are  given  in  the  following  tal.de. 


addition  to  the 


April    13,  Ten   per  cent,  of 

grand  list. 
March  21,  five  per  cent. 
March  25,  six  per  cent. 
March  3,  ten  per  cent. 
March  22,  ten  per  cent. 
Sejit.  7,  ten  per  cent. 
Sept.  6,  seven  per  cent. 


Year. 
1832. 
1833. 
1834. 
1835. 
1837. 
1838. 
1840. 


March  5,  four  per  cent. 
March  18,  twenty  per  cent. 
March  3,  four  per  cent. 
March  2,  four  per  cent. 
Sept.  5,  six  per  cent. 
March  5,  six  per  cent. 
March  2,  four  per  cent. 


S  U  M  M  A  R  Y 


Year. 

Statutory  Tax. 

Additional  Town  T 

1825. 

Four  per  cent. 

1826. 

Four  per  cent. 

1827. 

Six  per  cent. 

1828. 

Six  per  cent. 

Ten  per  cent. 

1829. 

Six  per  cent. 

1830. 

Six  per  cent. 

Twenty  per  cent 

1831. 

Six  per  cent. 

Seven  per  cent. 

1832. 

Six  per  cent. 

Four  per  cent. 

1833. 

Six  per  cent. 

Twenty  per  cent 

1834. 

Six  per  cent. 

Four  per  cent. 

1835. 

Six  per  cent. 

Four  per  cent. 

1836. 

Six  per  cent. 

1837. 

Six  per  cent. 

Six  per  cent. 

1838. 

Six  per  cent. 

Six  per  cent. 

1839. 

Six  per  cent. 

1840. 

Six  per  cent. 

Four  per  cent. 

Wliole  sum  expended. 
Four  per  cent. 
Four  per  cent. 
Six  per  cent. 
Sixteen  per  cent. 
Six  per  cent. 
Twenty-six  per  cent. 
Thirteen  per  cent. 
Ten  per  cent. 
Twenty-six  per  cent. 
Ten  per  cent. 
Ten  per  cent. 
Six  per  cent. 
Twelve  per  cent. 
Twelve  per  cent. 
Six  per  cent. 
Ten  per  cent. 


1^0 

1825-29.     Yearly  average  for  the  five  years,  seven  and  one  fifth  per  cent. 
1830-34.     Yearly  average  for  the  five  years,  seventeen  per  cent. 
1835-40.     Yearly  average  for  the  six  years,  nine  and  one  third  per  cent. 
1825-40.     Yearly  average  for  the  sixteen  years,  eleven   and   one  sixteenth 
per  cent. 

CEMETERIES. 

Of  the  two  grave-yards,  the  land  occupied  by  the  older  was  conveyed  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Johnson's  Gore  for  a  place  of  burial,  by  Isaac  Fisher,  on 
the  25th  day  of  February,  1796.  It  is  situated  a  few  rods  below  the  pres- 
ent residence  of  Dea.  Daniel  Fisher,  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  highway. 
A  number  of  the  first  settlers  were  buried  iu  this  yard,  some  of  whom  re- 
pose beneath  unmarked  mounds,  and  neither  stranger  nor  descendant  can 
identify  their  places  of  rest. 

When  the  east  part  of  the  town  became  more  thickly  settled,  another 
yard  was  needed  ;  and,  in  1813,  a  piece  of  ground  belonging  to  the  Hil- 
dreth  farm  was  purchased  by  the  town  and  made  a  cemetery.  This  burial- 
place  is  a  short  distance  below  the  school-house  in  District  No.  1,  and  on 
the  north  side  of  the  road. 


GRAVES  WITH  MEMORIAL  STONE  IN  ACTON. 

Cumniings,  Simeon  B.   Died 
Cummings,  William 
Farr,  Nancy,  Mrs. 
Fisher,  Azubah,  Mrs.  Daniel 
Fisher,  Bradford 
Fisher,  IMerrill 
Fisher,  Philander 
Gates,  Caleb 
Gates,  Josiah 
Gates,  Mind  well 
Hildreth,  Lucy 
Hildretli,  Lucy,  Mrs. 
Hildreth,  Phebe 
Holden,  Laurintha 
Holden,  Phidelia 
Jordan,  Jerusha  M. 
Jordan,  Sylvenus 
Pierce,  Benj.,  Jr. 
Preston,  Marshall 
Putnam,  Wilson 


Aug.  21,  1834, 

age  17  years.  D 

ist.  No.  2 

Sept.  1,  1836, 

age  21  years. 

"   2 

Oct.  3,  1826, 

age  26  years. 

"   2 

July  3,  1840, 

age  31  years. 

-   2 

March  12,  1837, 

age  10  years. 

"   1 

Nov.  20,  1840, 

age  2  years. 

"   2 

June  22,  1837, 

age  20  years. 

Aug.  14,  1827, 

age  78  years. 

March  10,  1812, 

age  28  years. 

Nov.  22,  1826, 

age  80  years. 

Feb.  9,  1830, 

age  39  years. 

July  1,  1831, 

age  61  years. 

Oct.  11,  1834, 

age  33  years. 

Aug.  8,  1821, 

age  6  years. 

July  31,  1821, 

age  2  years. 

Jan.  22,  1818, 

age  3  years. 

June  19,  1821, 

age  48  years. 

Oct.  17,  1804, 

age  8  years. 

Jan.  17,  1817, 

age  29  years. 

Aug.  11,  1833, 
4 

age  8  years. 

Riijru',  Elijah 

■26 

March  5,  1801, 

age    2  years.    Dist. 

No.  2 

Smith,  Solon 

March  1(3.  l<So5, 

age      1  year. 

"       1 

Stone,  Hannah  E. 

March  19,  1834, 

age    4  years. 

2 

Streeter,  Clark  W. 

Feb.  15,  1835, 

age  11  months 

"       1 

Whitman,  Ona'.s  dauL 

htei- 

Dee.  9,  1827, 

MILLS. 

age  9  days. 

"       2 

No  .stream  atlords  sufficient  water  to  turn  the  wheel  of  a  grist-mill  or 
saw-mill  at  pleasure  of  the  tender.  It  is  only  in  the  Spring  and  Fall,  and 
after  an  occasional  rain  that  the  water  here  can  be  profitably  used  to 
drive  machinery. 

The  l)est  privilege,  and  the  only  one  ever  used,  was  first  improved  by 
Granger,  who  built  a  saw  and  grist-mill  where  Covey's  saw-mill  now  stands. 
There  was  not  water  enough  for  the  motive  power  required  by  both  mills, 
and  the  little  grist-mill,  which  was  the  less  profitable  of  the  two,  after  do- 
ing a  small  business  for  three  or  four  years  was  taken  out  of  the  building. 
Before  Granger  set  his  mill  going,  the  inhabitants  in  the  east  part  of  the 
town  used  to  carry  their  grain  for  grinding  to  a  grist-mill  that  stood  fifty 
or  sixty  rods  above  Weatherbee's  in  Townshend ;  those  living  in  the  west- 
erly part  were  accommodated  at  West  Townshend,  and  at  the  old  John 
Howe  mill  in  the  edge  of  Jamaica. 

We  give  the  names  of  mechanics  and  merchants  that  have  come  to 
our  kuoweledge,  and  in  the  order  of  their  residence. 

The  first  shoe-maker  was  Ebenezer  Bivins  or  Biddens  as  sometimes  called, 
one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Johnson's  Gore.  He  occupied  the  lot 
next  south  of  Noah  Fisher's  original  lot,  and  did  not  stay  a  great  while. 
After  Bivins  moved  away,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Glynn  worked  here  at 
that  business.  Elisha  Covey  followed  him,  and  Timothy  Fisher  followed 
C(n^ey. 

Francis  Green  was  a  tanner  by  profession  and  lived  on  the  present  (18G9) 
Robert  Bartlett  farm.  His  tan-yard  was  in  the  vicinity  of  his  residence 
and  near  Simpson  Brook.  Desiring  a  better  location',  he  removed  to  West 
Townshend  in  the  Spring  of  1804,  and  built  a  house  on  the  ground  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  residence  of  widow  Martin.  His  shop  stood  a  little  east 
of  the  house,  and  adjoined  the  cloth-dressing  establishment  of  Edward 
Sumner.  For  crushing  bark,  Green  used  a  large  circular  stone  attached  to 
a  revolving  shaft  placed  in  an  upright  position.  This  rude  contrivance 
worked  by  horse-power  was  without  cover,  and  after  its  removal  from  Ac- 
ton stood  in  the  tan-yard  at  West  Townshend.  In  1813  the  stone  was 
moved  into  the  tannery  building  at  West  Townshend  and  turned  by  water 
l)Ower.     Green  lived  in  Townshend  till  about  1809. 


The  first  blacksmith  in  Acton  was  David  Butler.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Wellington  who  resided  in  the  south-west  part  of  Grafton.  They 
commenced  house  keeping  in  Lsaac  Fisher's  neighborhood,  and  stayed  there 
four  or  live  years.  In  the  Fall  of  1804,  he  removed  to  West  Townshend, 
wliere  he  liuilt  the  house  now  owned  by  Harvey  Taft,  bringing  the  frame 
from  Acton.  His  shop,  standing  on  the  ground  now  oceuj)ied  by  the  resi- 
dence of  O.  H.  Kimball,  was  burned  in  1810.  Soon  after  the  fire  he  erected 
the  house  subsequently  owned  by  Benjamin  Dunklee,  and  worked  in  a  shop 
put  up  by  Lemuel  Marsh  where  the  tannery  of  Pomroy  and  Barber  now 
stands.  He  removed  from  West  Townshend  in  1814,  and  left  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  an  excellent  niechanic  and  an  industrious  and  wurthy  man. 

Mr.  Butler  used  to  say  tlie  following  occurrence  liapi)cned  about  the 
time  his  shop  was  destroyed  by  tire  in  1810.  We  give  the  story  as  it  was 
dictated  to  us  in  18.38. 

"  At  that  time   uncle   David    Butler  had   an   ap})rentice   named   Samuel 

J who    was   very   intimate   with   Dwight  H a  notorious  thief. 

These  two  persons  watched  the  steel  traj-s  set  by  village  boys  for  furred  ani- 
mals on  the  njeadow.  One  day  Mr.  Butler  found  a  numljer  of  musk-rrt 
skins  that  had  l)een  left  to  dry  in  the  coal  house  of  his  shop.  Soon  after 
niakiug  this  discovery,  he  said  to  Dwight  "How  do  you  and  Sam  contrive  to 
catch  so  many  musk-rats':'"  Dwight,  having  an  im]iediment  in  his  s]ieech. 
stammered  out  the  reply,     "We  r — r — run  'em  d(_iwn.'" 

Sam  and  Dwight  were  togetlier  in  and  about  the  premises  at  a  late  hour 
of  the  night  on  which  the  building  was  destroyed,  and  the  bui'uing  of 
the  shop  was  su})})osed  to  have  been  occasioned  by  lire  which  they  care- 
lessly dropped  on  the  coal-heap  while  engaged  in  j)re])aring  for  market 
the  fur  ])elts  taken  from  animals  they  had  stolen. 

Charles  Kathan  came  from  Westmoreland,  N.  H.,  and  remained  only  a 
few  years.  His  smithy  stood  near  the  jireseut  dwelling  place  of  Dea.  Dan- 
iel Fisher. 

Daniel  Brown  lived  near  the  present  stage  road  to  Grafton,  and  worked 
in  a  building  that  stood  on  the  lot  wdiere  the  Huzzy  family  afterward  resided. 

Capt.  Christy  of  Grafton  built  a  blacksmith's  shop  near  Brown's,  and 
worked  in  it  tor  two  or  three  years. 

Before  the  name  of  the  district  was  changed  to  Acton,  Chailes  Kathan 
placed  on  sale  a  small  stock  of  goods  in  a  room  of  the  house  where  Dea. 
Fisher  now  lives.  The  merchant  was  also  a  landlord,  and  further  served 
the  public  l)y  furnishing  entertainment  to  those  who  had  occasion  to  go  on 
the  favorite  road  at  that  time  l)etween  Windham  and  Putney.  Disposing  of 
his  real  estate  here,  he  took  his  family  to  South  Windham  and  opened  a 
store  there.     Thence  he  went  to  Westmoreland,  N.  H. 

After  Kathan  lett,  Xoah  Fisher,  Jr.  kept  store  for  two  or  three  years  in 
the  buildino;  where  Isaac  Fisher  lived. 
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Our  brief  biographical  notices  are  limited  to  first  settlers,  soldiers  of 
the  revolutionary  war,  aud  a  few  leading  men  of  the  town  who  are  not 
living. 

NOAH   FISHER. 

He  was  a  soldier  in  the  w^ar  of  the  Revolution,  and  came  here  from 
Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1781.  His  first  clearing  was  part  of  the  lot  awarded 
to  him  as  one  of  the  original  proprietors  and  first  settlers.  It  is  now  a  past- 
ure belonging  to  John  L.  Nichols.  He  had  seven  children,  all  of  whom 
were  born  before  his  removal  to  Vermont.  Their  names  were  Timothy, 
Isaac,  Polly,  Noah,  Ann,  Lucy  and  Gurdin.  It  is  believed  that  his  first 
wife  was  the  first  person  who  died  in  the  district.  After  his  marriage  to 
widow  Skinner,  he  lived  awhile  with  his  son  Noah  ;  then  he  removed  to  Ja- 
maica, where  he  died  about  the  year  1820. 

TIMOTHY  FISHER 

Was  a  revolutionary  war  pensioner,  and  came  here  in  1781  with  his 
father,  Noah  Fisher.  The  statements  made  to  the  writer  all  show  that  he 
cut  the  first  tree  felled  in  the  district  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  the  land. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Caswell,  and  commenced  house  keeping  in  a  log  cab- 
in which  he  built  on  his  father's  farm.  Afterward  he  removed  to  the  pres- 
ent Robert  Bartlett  place,  where  he  lived  in  a  log  house  until  he  erected 
the  frame  house  now  standing  on  that  farm.  During  his  stay  in  town,  he 
worked  at  farming  and  as  a  shoe-maker.  His  pension  w-as  delayed  for 
many  years;  but  coming  at  last,  it  found  him  in  penury  and  kept  him 
from  want. 

ISAAC  FISHER 

Bought  the  lot  west  of  where  his  father,  Noah  Fisher,  settled,  and  added 
thereto  by  purchasing  the  several  places  occupied  by  Timothy  Fisher,  John 
Woodcock,  David  Butler,  Francis  Green  and  Charles  Kathan.  His  wife's 
maiden  name  was  Hannah  Cobb,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Simeon  Cobb,  who 
removed  from  Taunton,  Mass.,  to  Westmoreland,  N.  H.,  at  the  close  of  his 
service  in  the  revolutionary  war.  After  marriage  they  resided  upon  their 
large  farm  during  their  lives.  His  name  is  the  only  one  that  appears  on 
every  grand-list  made  by  the  listers  of  Acton.  Upon  profession  of  faith  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Baptist  Church  at  South  Windham,  and  became  a 
deacon  of  the  same.  Industrious,  prudent,  candid,  dignified,  unfailing  in 
the  performance  of  his  duty  and  his  promise,  he  was  a  thrifty  farmer,  an 
honest  man,  a  respected  and  infiuential  citizen.  He  died  May  13,  1851, 
aged  85  years.     His  wife  died  July  17,  1851,  aged  89  years. 
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PHILEMON  HOLDEN 

Came  from  Shirley,  Mass.  He  commenced  his  clearing  in  1782,  and 
built  a  log  house  to  which  he  brought  his  Avife  and  oldest  child  in  the  fol- 
lowing Winter,  or  early  in  the  Spring  of  1783.  This  comfortless  habita- 
tion gave  place  to  the  first  frame  house  in  the  district.  In  course  of  a 
few  years,  this  was  taken  down  and  a  more  commodious  building  erected 
on  its  site.  Weakened  by  feeble  health  he  lived  in  the  dwelling  last  named 
until  his  death  which  took  place  in  the  month  of  October,  1804.  He  had 
nut  a  vigorous  body,  but  he  wisely  directed  his  business,  and  his  gains  were 
not  wasted.  So,  in  spite  of  hardships  and  sickness,  he  added  yearly  to  the 
sum  of  his  property,  and  left  a  competence  to  his  family. 

AMOS  HAIEE 

Was  born  in  the  year  1768,  in  the  town  of  Swanzey,  R.  I.  His  name 
was  written  Amos  Haile  2d,  upon  the  charter  of  Johnson's  Gore.  He  re- 
moved to  Putney,  Vt.,  with  his  father's  family,  and  thence  about  the  year 
1796  to  this  district.  For  two  or  three  years  before  marriage,  he  worked 
at  clearing  his  land  and  as  a  mason  ;  boarding  and  making  his  home  with 
Philemon  Holden.  During  this  period  he  built  a  house,  and  began  to  cul- 
tivate what  became  a  productive  farm  by  his  skillful  industry.  About  1798, 
he  was  married  to  INliss  Nancy  Skinner  of  Jamaica,  who  is  now  (Feb.  1870) 
living.  In  1817,  his  grand-list  was  larger  than  that  of  any  other  person  in 
town.  The  various  town  offices  held  by  him  are  mentioned  in  the  tables 
which  conclude  this  Part  of  our  Collections.  Active,  sensible,  quick  to 
perceive  the  right  and  obstinate  in  pursuing  it,  he  is  remembered  for  his  in- 
dustry, discernment,  sagacious  management  of  business  matters  and  up- 
rightness. The  deed  of  his  farm — lately  the  homestead  of  Nathan  Fisher — 
to  N.  &  P.  Fisher  is  dated  January  25, 1827.  At  that  date  he  had  removed 
to  Brookline,  Vt.,  where  he  died  in  1840. 

WILLIAM  JENNISON 

Was  born  Jan.  18,  1760,  in  Sutton,  Mass;  and  was  a  brother  of  Robert 
Jennison  who  married  Hannah,  a  daughter  of  Dea.  Benjamin  Howe. 
William  married  Miss  Judith  Kenney  of  Sutton,  and  their  oldest  child, 
born  in  1785,  was  a  year  old  when  they  came  to  Vermont.  A  yoke  of  ox- 
en and  sled  composed  the  team  which  brought  the  family  and  effects  from 
Sutton  to  this  State.  He  first  settled  near  the  south-west  corner  of  John- 
son's Gore ;  his  house  standing  not  far  from  the  junction  of  George  Ad- 
ams' lane  with  the  road  leading  to  Townsheud.  Afterward  he  lived  in 
Townshend  near  the  West  village,  and  in  the  first  house  that  stood  on  the 
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old  road  above  Dr.  Hazelton's  residence.  Thence  he  moved  back  to  Ac- 
ton, and  built  the  brick  house  lately  occupied  by  his  son  Joseph,  where  he 
lived  the  remainder  of  his  days.  In  1801,  he  was  listed  as  the  wealthiest 
man  in  town  ;  and,  down  to  the  division  of  his  estate  among  his  children  in 
1827,  public  estimation  placed  him  in  the  class  of  substantial  men  of  the 
vicinity. 

He  held  various  offices  within  the  gift  of  Acton,  and  was  a  Deacon  of 
the  Baptist  Church  at  West  Townshend.  Under  the  act  of  Congress 
passed  in  1832,  he  ])ecame  a  pensioner  of  tlie  war  of  the  Revolution.  As  a 
soldier  he  Avas  faithiul  and  ul)servant  of  his  duty.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
he  was  reduced  to  povei'ty  by  the  worthlessness  of  his  continental  money  ; 
but  he  v\-as  ho])eful,  sober  minde<l,  industrious,  frugal,  not  easily  moved 
from  his  purpose,  and  kind.  The  commencement  of  his  life  work  found 
him  destitute  of  ])ecuniary  means  and  among  strangeis ;  at  its  close  lie  had 
faithfully  discharged  his  duties  as  a  Christian  citizen,  and  had  accumulat- 
ed an  estate,  which  by  his  care  and  foresight  was  a  goodly  inhei'itance. 
Then,  after  a  few  fleeting  years  spent  among  friends  who  loved  him  and 
acquaintances  who  esteemed  him,  he  went  to  his  reward.  He  died  Feb.  14, 
1838,  aged  78  years.  His  widow  died  in  the  same  house  on  the  19th  day 
of  March,  1855,  aged  89  3'ears. 

LEMUEL  FAPvWELL 

Removed  from  Chesterfield,  N.  H.,  to  this  town  with  his  wife  and  oldest 
child,  in  the  Spring  of  1804.  Duiing  the  first  year  of  his  residence,  he  oc- 
cupied a  part  of  the  house  where  Philemon  Holden  lived.  Then  he  gained 
possession  of  the  house  on  the  farm  he  owned  and  had  carried  on  the  year 
before.  Here  he  resided  until  the  Spring  of  18M6,  when  he  moved  to  the 
Gen.  Fletcher  homestead  which  had  lieen  })Uich;;sed  in  Townshend  by  him 
and  his  oldest  son.  On  the  death  of  this  son  their  farm  was  divided,  and 
the  fiither  built  a  new  house  ui)on  his  part  where  he  lived  until  his  decease. 
His  first  wife  died  on  the  eighth  day  of  February,  1889,  and  he  was  subse- 
quently marrii^l  to  widow  Waity  Walker,  who  survives  him. 

By  assiduous  laboi-,  .--hrewduess,  order  and  economy  he  gained  a  property 
which  much  exceeded  the  average  amount  possessed  by  his  acquaintances. 
He  was  a  Deacon  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  South  Windham,  to  which  he 
was  united  on  profession  of  faith.  His  official  term  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  commenced  in  1813  and  eontinucd  by  annual  ajipointment  for  thirty- 
seven  consecutive  years.  In  length  of  continuous  service  he  ranked  any 
Justice  that  ever  lived  in  AcOm  or  in  Townshend.  Frequent  elections  to 
various  offices  l)y  his  town  and  and  by  voluntary  associations  prove  that  he 
had  more  than  ordinaiy  natui-al  al)i]ilies,  and  was  highly  esteemed  at  home, 
the  place  where  a  man  usually  is  lie.-t  known  and  justly  appreciated.  He 
died  Sept.  11,  18(35,  being  seven  days  short  of  eighty-five  years  of  age. 
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EBEXEZER  HUXTINGTON 

Eenivived  to  tliis  town  near  the  miildle  of  December,  1811,  from  Wincl- 
ham.  Conn.  Plis  wife  with  a  chiKl  of  yonthfnl  age,  and  two  maiden  sisters 
came  with  him.  These  ladies  remained  unmarried,  and  were  members  of 
his  family  until  their  decease,  which  occurred  a  few  3'ears  before  their 
brother  terminated  his  residence  in  the  State.  His  first  and  only  purchase 
of  land  was  lot  No.  7,  on  the  plan  of  Johnson's  Gore,  and  the  cultivation 
of  this  iarm  was  the  principal  business  of  his  life. 

Being  an  excellent  instructor,  his  services  as  teacher  were  in  great  re- 
•  juest  soon  after  he  came  to  VernKuit.  Increasing  cares,  however,  prevent- 
ed him  from  yielding  assent  to  applications  of  this  natnre,  after  teaching  a 
winter  school  for  few  terms  in  districts  near  his  residence.  A  portion  of 
his  time  was  spent  in  serving  those  who  employed  him  to  manage  their 
suits  before  Justices,  Arbitrators,  Commissioners  and  the  like.  The  ability 
he  showed  on  such  occasion.s  secured  to  him  an  enviable  i-ei)utation  as  a 
good  debater,  and  proves  that  he  miglit  have  gained  distinction  at  the  bar, 
had  he  cln.sen  the  practice  of  law  tor  his  profession.  He  was  often  select- 
ed by  parties  to  determine  their  matters  of  controversy,  and  in  1S20-21-22, 
he  received  the.  appointment  of  county  court  judge.  He  was  the  delegate 
of  Acton  to  the  county  convention  for  locating  the  shire  of  Windham 
County,  held  l)y  virtue  of  a  resolution  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  in 
1823  ;  also  the  delegate  of  his  town  to  the  county  convention  called  by  the 
statute  of  182G,  for  disposing  of  the  <ild  courtdiouse,  jail,  land  and  ajipur- 
tences  thereto  belonging ;  and  the  agent  of  the  town  to  prosecute  and  de- 
fend suits,  whenever  a  suit  was  to  bo  brought  or  defended  by  that  spunky 
community.  He  was  often  called  to  till  other  positions  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility whose  duties  he  discharged  with  ability,  fidelity,  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  those  who  had  honored  him  with  their  confideuce. 

The  political  opinions  of  Judge  Huntington  long  coincided  with  the 
views  of  those  who  were  always  in  a  hopeless  minority  both  in  his  town  and 
county;  so  that  nominations  often  given  him  by  his  party  never  received  the 
number  of  votes  necessary  for  an  election.  But  when  the  democratic  party 
became  an  organization  to  extend,  strengthen  and  perpetuate  human  slavery, 
he  withdrew  from  it,  became  a  free-soiler  and  then  a  republican.  Had  he 
remained  in  the  State,  his  conceded  ability  and  weight  of  character  would 
have  secured  his  election  to  offices  by  the  political  party  of  which  he  be- 
came a  member. 

He  was  thoroughly  awakened  ufjon  the  subject  of  religion  by  the  dis- 
courses of  Rev.  Mr.  Burchard  at  Grafton,  in  18o4,  or  1835.  Adopting  the 
denominational  views  of  the  Methodists,  he  was  an  able  and  frequent  lead- 
er of  their  class  and  other  religious  meetings. 

His  general  intelligence,  ready  wit,  facility  of  expression,  and  affability 
made  him  ever  an  agreeable  and  welcome  companion. 
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His  children  had  gone,  and  were  fighting  the  battle  of  life  at  the  West, 
his  sisters  and  his  wife  had  been  taken  away  by  death.  In  the  month  of 
March,  1857,  he  sold  his  farm,  and  removed  from  the  State  in  the  succeed- 
ing Fall.  He  died  Oct.  24,  1866,  at  Spring  Mills,  Alleghany  County,  New 
York,  when  residing  with  Mrs.  Diana  Cobb,  his  oldest  child. 

His  wife,  Mrs.  Lydia  Huntington,  died  Jan.  12,  1857,  aged  70  years, 

UXITED  STATES  PENSIONERS. 

Pensioners  under  ad  of  Congress,  March  18,  1818. 

Eleazer  Cobleigh,  Drummer,  N.  H.  Annual  pension  S96.00.  Com- 
mencement of  pension,  April  10,  1818.     Age,  a,  80. 

Timothy  Fisher,  Private,  Conn.  Annual  pension  896.00.  Commence- 
ment of  pension,  Ai)ril  10,  1818.     Age,  a,  72. 

James  Huzzy,  Private,  Mass.  Annual  pension  896.00.  Commence- 
ment of  pension,  April  9,  1818.     Age,  a,  82.     Died  March  11,  1822. 

a.     Age  of  the  person  when  he  applied  for  a  pension. 

Pensioner  under  act  of  Congress,  June  7,  1832. 

William  Jennisou,  Private,  Mass.  Cont.  Line.  Annual  pension  896.00. 
Commencement  of  pension,  March  6,  1818.     Age,  74. 

JJ.  S.  Pensioners  residing  in  Acton,  June  1,  1840. 

Susannah  Huzzy,    age  88.     Family  with  whom  residing,    Susannah  Huzzy. 
Judith  Jennison      age  74.  "  "  "  "  Joseph  Jennison. 

Eleazer  Cobleigh,  age  87.  "  "  "  "  Eleazer  Cobleigh. 

ANNEXATION. 

The  expensive  duties  cast  upon  organized  towns  soon  made  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Acton  sensible  of  the  benefits  they  would  derive  from  an  enlarge- 
ment of  their  territorial  limits.  As  early  as  the  Fall  of  1801,  an  eflx)rt 
was  made  to  get  the  south  half  of  Windham  annexed  to  Acton,  with  a 
view  of  having  the  central  village  at  South  Windham.  Had  this  project 
succeeded,  a  very  acceptable  addition  would  have  been  made  to  Acton, 
while  Windham,  which  never  had  large  extent,  would  have  lost  half  its 
territory  and  been  diminished  to  less  than  half  the  average  size  of  towns  in 
the  county  of  Windham. 

In  1812,  an  attempt  was  made  to  have  the  town  enlarged  by  adding  a 
school-district  in  Jamaica  to  which  the  third  district  in  Acton  practically 
belonged.  But  the  measure  could  be  productive  of  only  small  results,  and 
its  friends  were  so  feebly  supported  that  they  came  far  short  of  accomplish- 
ing their  design. 
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Acton  was  defeated  at  the  trial  of  a  pauper  suit  by  Windham  County  Court 
in  September,  1829.  The  inhabitants  of  this  small  town  justly  apprehended 
burdensome  taxation  for  a  long  time,  if  the  final  decision  of  this  suit 
should  be  adverse  to  them,  and  they  proposed  to  gain  relief  by  action  indi- 
cated in  the  following  resolution,  which  was  passed  in  town  meeting,  March 
2,  1829. 

"Resolved:  That  it  is  expedient  to  annex  the  town  of  Acton  to  the  town 
of  Windham  ;  and  that  the  Selectmen  of  said  Acton  be  directed  to  solicit 
the  passage  of  a  vote,  at  the  adjourned  meeting  in  the  town  of  Windham,  to 
have  the  town  of  Acton  set  to  and  annexed  to  said  town  of  Windham  ; 
and  that  the  same  be  petitioned  Ibr  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature 
of  this  State." 

Public  opinion  in  Windham  did  not  express  itself  in  favor  of  the  prop- 
osition ;  the  Supreme  Court  disposed  of  the  pauper  suit  by  establishing  the 
rule,  that  a  person  owning  and  occupying  a  freehold  estate  is  not  liable  to 
be  removed  therefrom  as  a  person  likely  to  become  chargeable  to  the  town 
where  he  is  residing.  This  decision  was  in  favor  of  Acton,  and  its  good 
people  in  their  joy  soon  dropped  the  subject  named  in  the  above  resolution. 

A  road,  which  W'Ould  have  been  an  expensive  work,  was  laid  from  Graf- 
ton across  the  north-east  part  of  Acton,  to  Windham.  Even  the  laying  of 
this  road  was  an  inducement  persuasive  enough  to  secure  a  passage  of  the 
following  vote  by  the  town  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1830. 

''Voted:  To  be  set  and  annexed  to  the  town  of  Townshend,  without 
proviso  or  condition,  in  pursuance  of  the  5th  article  in  the  warrant."  At 
the  same  meeting,  Lemuel  Farwell,  Isaac  Fisher,  Jr.  and  Nathan  Fisher 
were  chosen  a  Committee  to  attend  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  town  of 
Townshend,  and  solicit  the  passage  of  a  vote  at  said  town  meeting  to  have 
the  town  of  Acton  set  to  and  annexed  to  said  town  of  Townshend. 

Acton  procured  a  discontinuance  of  the  road  above  named  before  it  was 
Iniilt,  and  the  question  of  annexation  was  again  postponed,  to  wait  the 
pressure  of  a  more  enduring  motive. 

In  1835,  an  eftbrt  was  made  to  have  a  part  of  Townshend  and  a  part  of 
Jamaica  annexed  to  Acton,  with  the  intention  of  having  West  Townshend 
the  central  village.  In  the  Legislature,  the  petitions  were  referred  to  a 
select  committee  consisting  of  the  members  from  Windham  County,  to  join 
a  committee  from  Council.  This  committee  reported  that  the  prayer  of  the 
l)etitioners  ought  to  be  granted,  and  brought  in  a  bill  in  accordance  there- 
with, with  a  recommendation  to  pass  the  same.  The  conclusions  of  the 
committee  were  not  adopted  by  the  House;  and,  after  discussion,  the  mat- 
ter was  I'eferred  to  the  next  Session. 
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Before  the  Legislature  met  in  1835,  Townshend  voted  to  resist  dismem- 
berment, but  also  voted  to  receive  the  town  of  Acton.  At  first,  Acton 
was  in  favor  of  the  proposed  measure,  but  when  brought  to  the  test,  it 
plainly  appeared  that  *7;e — Judge  Huntington  remarked  that  Acton  repre- 
sented the  female  manied  by  the  law  uniting  the  two  towns — had  become 
demoralized  by  the  more  acceptable  connection  proposed  in  the  vote  of 
Townshend.  The  towns  interested  being  all  opposed  to  the  bill,  it  was  de- 
feated of  course. 

On  the  3d  day  of  Sept.  1889,  the  town  ''Voted:  To  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State  to  be  annexed  to  the  town  of  Windham,  or  to  have  it 
send  out  a  committee  to  set  off  said  town  of  Acton  to  the  town  or  towns 
they  in  their  wisdom  shall  see  fit."  The  town  of  Windham  opposed  the 
proposition,  and  it  was  thought  best  not  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Legislature. 

The  next  action  of  the  town  upon  the  subject  was  taken  in  1840.  Any 
project  of  the  kind  could  assume  but  one  of  two  forms;  annexation  to  Wind- 
ham, or  annexation  to  Townshend.  Windham  was  the  more  conveniently 
situated,  but  its  inhabitants  stoutly  resisted  the  measure.  They  did  not 
care  to  make  South  Windham  the  place  of  holding  their  town  meetings. 
Among  the  attractions  presented  to  Acton  by  Townshend,  were  a  cordial 
desire  for  the  union  and  a  grand-list  more  than  double  that  of  Windham. 

Under  an  article  in  the  warning  "To  see  if  the  town  will  take  further 
measures  for  the  annexation  of  the  town  to  Windham,"  Joseph  Jennison, 
Eli  Smith  and  Pliney  Fisher  were  chosen  on  the  first  day  of  September, 
1840,  "a  Committee  to  take  such  measures  as  they  shall  think  best  for  al- 
tering the  condition  of  the  town,  as  mentioned  in  the  second  article  of  the 
warrant  for  the  meeting."  It  was  soon  ascertained  that  Windham  could 
not  be  persuaded  to  favor  its  enlargement  in  the  manner  proposed,  and  the 
idea  of  being  united  to  that  town  was  then  abandoned. 

The  population  and  wealth  of  Acton  were  gradually  diminishing  while 
the  burden  of  its  liabilities  was  increasing.  No  change  for  the  better  could 
be  discerned  by  looking  at  what  was  likely  to  happen  in  the  future.  Nay, 
it  was  painfully  apparent  that  what  was  in  store  for  this  people  would 
place  them  in  less  favorable  circumstances  in  the  matter  of  taxation,  and 
so  make  it  very  diflficult  if  not  impossible  for  them  to  obtain  relief.  If  an- 
nexation to  Townshend  was  ever  to  be  accomplished,  ordinary  sagacity 
suggested  speedy  action  to  secure  such  a  result,  and  while  the  inhabitants 
of  that  town  were  in  favor  of  the  union. 

On  the  third  day  of  October,  1840,  Acton  ''Voted,  unanimously,  that 
said   Acton   ought  to  be  annexed  to  the  town  of  Townshend ;  and  that  we 
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will  petition  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  at  their  next  session,  for  the  fore- 
going object."  At  the  same  meeting,  the  town  also  "  Voted,  to  raise  a  Com- 
mittee of  three,  to  meet  a  Committee  chosen  by  the  town  of  Townshend,  to 
agree  upon  the  conditions  of  union  and  the  other  acts  necessary  to  be  done 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  proposed  union.  Ebenezer  Huntington, 
Joseph  Jeunison  and  Pliney  Fisher  were  chosen  to  be  said  Committee." 

Soon  after  this  meeting,  petitions  for  the  annexation  of  Acton  to  Towns- 
bend  were  presented  to  the  Legislature,  and  in  due  time,  a  law  to  that  effect 
passed,  and  was  approved  Oct.  29,  1840.  By  the  first  section  of  this  statute, 
Acton  was  to  become  a  part  of  Townshend  on  the  first  day  of  February, 
1841,  upon  the  condition  set  forth  in  the  second  section,  that  each  of  the 
towns  shall,  at  a  town  meeting  legally  warned  and  holden  for  that  pur- 
pose before  the  first  day  of  February  next,  vote  to  adopt  the  provisions  of 
this  act.  Each  of  the  towns,  on  the  10th  day  of  November,  1840,  voted  to 
adopt  the  provisions  of  the  statute  which  made  them  one  town. 

The  citizens  had  a  meeting  at  the  West  village,  on  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1841,  to  celebrate  the  union  of  their  towns.  Remarks  and  senti- 
ments appropriate  to  the  occasion  were  offered  by  Charles  Phelps,  John 
Roberts,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  William  R.  Shafter,  Samuel  F.  Thompson 
and  others. 

ANNUAL   EXPENSES. 

The  yearly  cost  to  Acton  of  maintaining  its  roads  has  been  given.  We 
now  exhibit  the  sums  raised  by  cor})orate  vote  to  pay  the  other  liabilities 
against  that  town. 

1801.  April  13.     Six  dollars  raised. 

1802.  March  21.     Sum  raised,  "to  defray  the  last  year's  expenses." 

1803.  March  1.     Seven  dollars  raised. 

1804.  March  4.     Three  dollars  raised. 

1805.  March.     Five  dollars  raised.     Sept.  30,  five  dollars  raised. 

1806.  March  3.     Seven  dollars  raised. 
1807. 

1808. 

1809.  March  6.     Seven  dollars  raised. 

1810. 

1811.  March  4.     Eight  dollars  raised. 

1812. 

1813.  March  1.     Ten  dollars  raised. 

1814.  Oct.  18.     Two  per  cent,  of  grand-list. 

1815.  March  6.     H  per  cent.     Dec.  18,  i  per  cent. 

1816.  January  29.     Ih  per  cent. 
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LSI 7.  April  17.     1  per  cent. 

1818.  March  2.     ^  per  cent. 

1819.  March  1.     Fifty  doHars  raised. 

1820.  March  29.     2  per  cent. 

1821.  April  2.     2.^  per  cent. 

1822.  March  25.     2  per  cent.     Aug.  10,  1  per  cent, 

1823.  April  7.     2i  per  cent. 

1824.  March  1.     3  per  cent. 

1825.  March  7.     3  per  cent. 

1826.  March  6.     4  per  cent. 

1827.  March  28.     10  per  cent. 

1828.  March  3.     9  per  cent. 

1829.  March  2.     16  per  cent.     State  tax  remitted  to  town  treasury 
"  Oct.  14.     3  per  cent. 

1830.  March  22.     13  per  cent. 

1831.  March  7.     8  per  cent. 

"  April  9.     Board  tax  on  grand-list  to  support  a  pauper. 

1832.  March  5.     16  per  cent. 

1833.  March  18.     3  per  cent.     Sept.  3,  10  per  cent. 

1834.  March  3.     7  per  cent. 

1835.  March  2.     4  per  cent.     Nov.  16,  12  per  cent. 

1836.  Sept.  6.     12  per  cent. 

1837.  Sept.  5.     15  per  cent. 

1838.  Sept.  4.     20  per  cent. 

1839.  Sept.  3.     40  per  cent. 

1840.  Sept.  1.     10  per  cent. 

SUMMARY. 

1827-31.     Yearly  average  for  the  five  years,  11  4-5  per  cent. 
1832-36.  "  "  "      five  years,  12  4-5  per  cent. 

1837-40.  "  "  "      four  years,  21 4  per  cent. 

1827-40.     Yearly  average  for  the  fourteen  years,  14  6-7  per  cent. 


PLAGES  OF  HOLDING  TOWN  MEETINGS. 

1801-06,     At  the  dwelling  house  of  Noah  Fisher. 

1807-08.         "  "  "  John  Warren. 

1809.  "  "  "  Lyman  Scott. 

1810-15.         "  "  "  Benjamin  Janes. 

1816.     January  29.     The  town  voted,   "To  hold  the  town  meetings  at  the 

School  houses  in  the  First  and  Second  School  Districts  alternately." 


The  anuiial  meeting  in  March,  1816,  was  held  at  the  School  house  of  the 
first  district,  and  the  subsequent  meetings  were  held  at  the  two  School 
houses,  pursuant  to  the  vote  above  given. 

MARRIAGES 

EECOEDfJD  IN  THE  TOWN  KECOEDS  OF  ACTON. 
1806. 

BRIDEGROOM.  BRIDE. 

March  19.     Moses  Clayton,  of  Acton.      Abigail  Kingsl)ury,  of  Acton. 

1807. 
Feb.  11.     Zolvey  Coldeigh,  of  Acton.      Hannah  Jennison,  of  Acton. 

1811. 
Aug.  15.     Adin  Cobleigh,  of  Acton.        Huldah  Dyer,  of  Chester. 

1812. 
Dec.  4.     Elias  Jennison,  of  Townshend.   Hannah  Gates,  of  Acton. 

1813. 
Feb.  9.     S(|uire  Holden,  of  Acton.  Lucy  Chaffin,  of  Acton. 

Oct.  8.     Joel  Farr,  of  Acton.  Phebe  Kay,  of  Townshend. 

Oct.  8.     Arza  Ray,  of  Townshend.  Lois  Kingsbury,  of  Acton. 

1814. 
Feb.  12.     Joseph  Franklin,  of  Grafton.  Rachel  Covey,  of  Actou, 
July  17.     Solomon  Hudson,  of  Acton.    Hannah  Scott,  of  Windham, 
Dec.  1.     Jasher  Harris,  of  Grafton.         Betsey  Jordan,  of  Acton. 

1817. 
Dec.  21.    Benj.  Howe,  Jr.,of  Townshend.  Sophia  Jennison,  of  Acton. 

1819. 
Jan.  21.     John  Guild,  of  Newfane.  Betsey  Jennison,  of  Acton, 

Dec.  5.  Squire  Kingsbury,  Wallingfoi'd.  Esther  Streeter,  of  Acton. 
Dec.  20.     John  Streeter,  of  Acton.  Betsey  Farr,  of  Acton. 

1820. 
Jan.  9.     Joseph  Howe,  of  Windham.      Phila  Johnson,  of  Acton. 

1824. 
April  27.     Horace  W.  Stone,  of  Acton.  Hannah  Fisher,  of  Acton, 
Sept.  5.     Benj.  Tripp,  of  Windham.        Betsey  Farr,  of  Windham. 
Dec.  3.     Kimball  Farr,  of  Townshend.  Sophia  Farwell,  of  Acton. 

1825. 
June  25.     John  Streeter,  2d,  of  Actou.   Folly  E.  Thomas,  of  Acton. 

1826. 
Aug.  29.     Jonas  Holden,  of  Acton.         Roxana  Jordan,  of  Acton. 
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BRIDEGROOM.  BRIDE. 

1827. 
May  13.     Eli  Smith,  of  Acton.  Betsey  Gleasou,  of  Grafton. 

1829. 
April  1.     FJavel  Jeiinison,  of  Acton.       Almira  Farwell,  of  Acton. 

1831. 
Feb.  17.     Porter  Gale,  of  Windham.       Delila  Hazelton,  of  Acton. 
Sept.  13.     Jonathan  Melendy,  Jr.,  of 

Londonderry.  Silence  Jennison,  of  Acton, 

Dec.  8.     Israel  Streeter,  of  Dorset.  Betsey  Hildreth,  of  Acton. 

1833. 
Jan,  10.     Sam'l  Oak,  of  Athens.  Abigail  Brown,  of  Acton, 


FAMILY  REGISTERS 

KECOEDED  IN  THE  TOWN  EECORDS  OF  ACTON. 


Covey,  Joseph  an 

id  Theodosia, 

his  wife. 

Their  children  are 

Elisha, 

born, 

Aug.  25,  1773. 

Theodosia, 

born, 

Sept.  17, 

1786. 

Joseph, 

<' 

Oct.  11,  1775. 

Levi, 

" 

Aug.  12, 

1788. 

Theodore, 

" 

Sept.  11,  1777. 

Lyman, 

" 

May  2, 

1791. 

Polly, 

" 

Aug.  21,  1779. 

Ransom, 

" 

Oct.  15, 

1793. 

Rachel, 

" 

Nov.  9,  1781. 

Sophy, 

" 

Nov.  6, 

1795. 

Azel, 

i( 

March  31,  1784. 

Fare, 
Thomas,  born 

Samuel, 

Thomas. 
July  20,  1826. 

Dec.  26, 

1798. 

Farwell,  Lemuel. 
Lemuel  Farwell,  born  Sept.  18,  1780. 
Zilpha  Farwell,  his  wife,  born  Sept.  13,  1782. 
Their  children  are 


Sophia,         born, 

Aug.  16,  1803. 

Winslow, 

born, 

Jan.  13,  1814. 

Paschal  P.,     " 

May  30,  1805. 

Jason  A., 

" 

Nov.  24,  1815. 

Almira,           " 

Dec.  23,  1806. 

Emily, 

" 

Sept.  5,  1818. 

Azubah,          " 

Feb,  12,  1809. 

Lueretia, 

" 

Feb.  12,  1821. 

Lemuel,           " 

Jan.  13.  1812. 

Salina, 

" 

Dec.  22,  1824. 

Fisher,  Daniel  and  Azubah  (Farwell),  his  wife. 
Chastina  A.,     born,     Sept.  3,  1836.         Merrill,     born,        March  31,  1838. 


Of 


Isaac,  born, 

Hannah,         " 
Nathan,  " 


Fisher,  Isaac  and  Hannah,  his  wife. 
Sept.  7,  1794.         Pliney,       born, 


Jan.  3,  171I8. 
Aug.  21,  1800. 


Daniel, 


Sept.  10,  1803. 
Oct.  9,  1806. 


Fisher,  Isaac,  Jr.  and  Caroline,  his  wife. 

joru 


Hannah  A.,    born,     Feb.  20,  1833 
Isaac  A.,  "       July  15,  1841. 

Alfred  J.,  "       June  23,  1844 


Aurelius  D., 
Merrill  A., 


Nov.  9,  1846. 
June  15,  1852. 


Jane  E.,         born 
Charles  C,        " 
Maria  A.,  " 


Fisher,  Nathan  and  Celestia,  his  wife. 

born, 


April  1,  1838. 
June  21,  1839. 
May  31,  1842. 


Byron  O., 
Sarah  E., 
Willie  R., 


Jan.  10,  1845. 

March  19,  1849. 

July  16,  1855. 


Fisher,  Pliney  and  Mary  Ann,  his  wife. 
Octavus  L.,  born,  March  19,  1838.         Ellen  M.,       born,        Dec.  7,  1840. 


Mary  C,      born. 
Philander,       " 
Royal  I  E., 


Fisher,  Timothy. 

Nov.  27,  1814.         Charles  C. 
Nov.  16,  1816.         Alinon, 
May  5,  1820.         Nancy  C, 


boj 


Jan.  8,  1822. 
Nov.  24,  1823. 
July  18,  1826. 


Haile,  Amos  and  Nancy  (Skinner),  his  wife. 


Achsah, 

Nancy, 

Lucy, 

Nathan, 

Charles, 


Jonas, 
Charles 


born, 


born 


March  16,  1801. 

Cyrene,         born 

May  30,  1803. 

Jaraes,             " 

Aug.  14,  1804. 

Mary,               " 

April  2,  1806. 

Walter, 

Nov,  26,  1808. 

Harris,  ^ 

^Villiam,  Jr. 

May  11.  1816. 

John,           born. 

Nov.  18,  1823. 

March  4,  1810. 

Sept.  26,  1812. 

Feb.  2,  1814. 

Jan.  27,  1816. 


Sept.  7,  1826. 


Holden,  Dennis  and  Achsah,  his  wife. 

Philemon,  born,  Aug.  18,  1808.  Achsah,  born,  Jan.  14,  1815. 

Sabra,                "  Nov.  3,  1809.  Loisa,               "  July  17,  1817. 

Ira,                    "  Dec.  4,  1812.  Fidelia,            "  Feb.  27,  1818. 

Lurintha,          "  Auk.  15,  1814. 
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HOLDEN 

,  Philemon. 

Sal)ra, 

burn. 

Dec.  23,  1782. 

Dennis, 

born, 

Dec.  6,  1784. 

Sylveuus, 

" 

Jan.  1,  1788. 

Squire, 

" 

July  14,  1789. 

John, 

" 

May  31,  1791. 

Willard, 

" 

Feb.  8,  1793. 

Jonas, 

" 

June  1,  1796. 

Lorenzo, 

" 

Sept.  5,  1798. 

Huntington,  Ebenezer, 

Diana,  not  recorded.     Born  in  Connecticut. 

Lucretia,        born,     June  25,  1815.         Jared  H.,        born,     Feb.  18,  1820. 
Ebenezer  H.,     "         Feb.  27,  1817.         Olive,  "      March  21,  1822. 

Eleazer  r.,        "         Feb.  27,  1817.         Lucretia,  "       April  15,  1827. 

DeWitt  Clinton,  not  recorded.  Minerva,  not  recorded. 

Jennison,  William  and  Judith  (Kenney),  his  wife. 


John, 

born, 

Feb.  3,  1785. 

Samuel, 

born, 

Aug.  29,  1800. 

Hannah, 

" 

Nov.  14,  1786. 

Flavel, 

" 

Nov.  20,  1803. 

Olive, 

" 

Jan.  4,  1789. 

Joseph, 

" 

.  May  4,  1807. 

Betsy, 

" 

Feb.  9,  1796. 

Silence, 

'• 

May  5,  1810. 

Polly, 

" 

Feb.  15,  1798. 

Smith,  Eli  and  Betsey  (Gleason),  his  wife. 

Calista,         born,         July  7,  1828.         Lowell,         born,       Aug.  26,  1836. 
Philinda,         "  Aug.  12,  1832.         George,  "  April  21,  1841. 

Sprague,  Major. 
Derick  L.,     born,       Aug.  3,  1819.         Mary  L.,         born,     April  6,  1824. 

Streeter,  John. 
Rachel,         born,       June  17,  1820.         Elizabeth,      born,        Dec.  1,  1823. 

Woodcock,  John  and  Polly,  his  wife. 

John  Woodcock,  born  Oct.  6,  1777. 

Polly  Woodcock,  born  Aug.  21,  1779. 
Their  children  are 
Polly,  born,         Aug.  5,  1800.         Lorcn,         born,         Nov.  20,  1804. 

Susannah,         "  Oct.  7,  1802. 


41 


■* 

<:n 

05 

CO 

«o 

Cl 

o 

CO 

CO 

CN 

CI 

■* 

■* 

Cl 

I-H 

00 

CO 

CI 

^ 

Tt< 

05 

■^ 

CO 

o 

lO 

CO 

CO 

Ol 

CM 

CO 

CO 

Cl 

rH 

o 

[~- 

o 

■3i 

CO 

o 

CO 

,—1 

CO 

Ci 

o 

CO 

T— 1 

c 

ao 

CO 

(M 

CI 

■* 

Cl 

o 

Cl 

i 

o 

o 

o 

o 

t- 

o 

o 

'^ 

o 

CO 

CO 

to 

Cl 

c^ 

CO 

CO 

c^ 

CJ 

■* 

Cl 

-<*< 

o 

o 

1— 1 

""^ 

^ 

o 

»o 

o 

o 

(M 

'X> 

CO 

o 

CO 

o 

CO 

■* 

^ 

CO 

CQ 

OJ 

CO 

CO 

CO 

o 

^ 

'"' 

s 

o 

■* 

o 

o 

o 

C5 

CI 

t^ 

o 

CO 

o 

t- 

^ 

00 

CO 

CO 

Cl 

-* 

CO 

o 

>o 

CO 

o 

CO 

o 

t^ 

CI 

CO 

'* 

o 

CO 

«o 

o 

-<* 

c 
o 

■CO 

CO 

CO 

<o 

Tj< 

CO 

o 

o 

Cl 

C^l 

g 

o 

C5 

C5 

00 

CO 

o 

05 

00 

■* 

»o 

CO 

CO 

^ 

■* 

>* 

CO 

Cl 

o 

Cl 

^ 

8 

o 

'tl 

o 

o 

00 

00 

>o 

o 

o 

■* 

> 

CO 

CO 

(M 

CO 

o 

rtH 

Cl 

o 

> 

»o 

o 

8 

1 

as 

CO 

CO 

-* 

o 

CO 

Oi 

o 

00 

c^ 

Ol 

rH 

CO 

o 

Cl 

CO 

05 

8 

s 

^ 

"* 

»o 

Cl 

■* 

CO 

•+1 

CO 

00 

CO 

o 

•^ 

00 

CO 

o 

o 

Cl 

c 

g 

CO 

^ 

CO 

o 

CO 

t^ 

Cl 

lO 

Cl 

8 

CO 

'^l 

a 

c^ 

CO 

o 

'"' 

'"' 

lO 

"^ 

o 

^ 

00 

o 

t^ 

o 

o 

^ 

o 

^ 

CO 

o 

Cl 

:o 

1— 1 

CO 

o 

o 

« 

C^l 

lO 

C5 

o 

^ 

05 

»o 

^ 

CO 

Cl 

o 

c 

I-H 

(M 

CO 

d 

t- 

Cl 

Cl 

?r> 

® 

g 

>o 

(D 

«D 

o 

o 

Cl 

»o 

Cl 

00 

(M 

■* 

Cl 

CO 

Cl 

Cl 

o 

—  \ 

CO 

o 

CO 

t^ 

o 

o 

t^ 

o 

Cl 

I-l 

o? 

-* 

CJ 

lO 

in 

TS 

'3 

>1 

33 

b 

c 

4) 

« 

^ 

s 

kH 

c 

3 

c>5 

-^ 

i 

_rt 

^. 

i 

c 

=« 

o 

2 

o 

oT 

^ 

c 

o 

s 

1 

0) 

>. 

J 

c3 

5 

fee 

a; 

-3 

c2 

c 

oT 

ji 

Oi 

§ 

s 

_c 

o 

"3 

JC 

i 

i 

s 

g 

o 

6 

3 

3 

^ 

^ 

1 

^ 

5 

<1 

w 

O 

1 

& 

H 

c 

^ 

H 

a; 

^ 

s 

i 

42 


t^ 

3 

■«*< 

CO    -* 

ep  c^ 

rjt    t- 

lO 

£ 

■* 

iC 

£ 

^ 

u» 

-* 

1"^ 

*^ 

CO   »o 

t- 

, 

00 

o 

o 

C5   o 

o  >o 

CO    r- 

I- 

,-H 

Q, 

1-1 

^ 

1-1  i<) 

s 

§ 

<D 

CO 

O     rH 

to   -J* 

CO   CO 

o 

O    rH 

CO 

© 

(M 

^ 

-T^ 

■* 

CO    -<*« 

CO    Ol 

-*    CO 

00 

^ 

-^ 

M 

Of 

eo 

g"= 

°°^ 

'^    lO 

S 

n 

"5 

00 

o 

r- 

O  o 

(N    00 

■^     rH 

(M 

rH 

_g 

rH    CO 

C^    <-< 

CN 

^-1 

22 

tO     I-H 

CO   o 

CO    CO 

O 

c>» 

r-l    ■* 

5^    M 

^ 

__o_ 

(M 

3 

■* 

CO    ^ 

iM    -^ 

00  io 

CO 

£ 

•rH 

^ 

£ 

. 

CO 

O    lO 

r-  CO 

,_,  ,^ 

lO 

(N 

^ 

o 

C3 

CO 

M 

X 

o 

00 

o  o 

o  o 

t-   eo 

CO 

^ 

t-    rH 

rH     -*( 

00 

(M 

m 

CO 

lO     l-H 

lO     OS 

M  eo 

C5 

C 

O     l-H 

rH     CO 

(M     rH 

■«*1 

O 

C^ 

L. 

■* 

■a  Tj( 

"*  S 

CO 

■<* 

jO 

lO 

CO 

, 

£ 

CO 

o   O 

00     C5 

O    CO 

t- 

M 

^ 

i— ' 

XI 

o 

CO 

CD    o 

■*    CO 

CO     -*< 

(M 

S 

S^    1— 1 

rH     CO 

^     rH 

CO 

CO 

OJ 

o 

t^   t-l 

^^ 

t-    t- 

eo 

IM 

Ci     r- 

la 

o 

Ol 

!- 

CO 

VO    ^ 

■^  o 

CO    ■* 

o 

,-1 

^ 

LO 

o 

• 

s 

eo 

O    iCi 

CO   o 

-<*<  ^ 

CO 

o 

-* 

ci 

(M 

n 

oe 

o 

Ci 

2  2 

00  i« 

o  rj 

'^ 

^ 

_^ 

CO     ""* 

"^ 

o 

(N 

-,J   ^^ 

MJ     CO 

rf<       O 

00 

c 

(M     r-. 

CO 

o 

<N 

-i^ 

CO 

o  ■«»< 

-#  t- 

rH     CO 

CO 

rH 

■^ 

o 

CO 

, 

s 

CO 

o  o 

!N    t- 

00   s^ 

CO 

o 

'^ 

la 

N 

■£ 

00 

o 

o 

00    o 

•^    -^ 

lO    (M 

o 

'" 

j: 

CO    '"' 

rH     ■* 

CO 

CO 

t~   I— 1 

O    05 

in  c^ 

o 

,_l 

c 

C5     r-l 

rH     -<1< 

S^     rH 

JO 

I  . 

1     tt 

o 

<^ 

1   s 

S 

tJ 

>< 

.i 

^ 

O 

i 

» 

£ 

r  a 

s 

c    § 

£ 

"5 

■c 

»5 

>> 

CO 

IT- 
'S 

» 

•T3 

cT 

3 
13 

rt 

2'    . 

tl 

1 

1 

o 

^  S 

i 

cS 

o 

0) 
§ 

s 

a 
1 

lp 

o    o 

5c3t5a 

CO 

o 

1 

^^ 

3 

eo 

eo  Ttt  -^j* 

_4 

^^ 

lO 

kO 

>s 

rH 

CO 

O 

6 

a> 

CO 

O    ■*    CO 

C^ 

CO 

o 

CO 

CO 

o 

'f 

"Z 

00 

o 

00 

eo  00  CO 

^ 

t- 

;:^ 

i 

'-< 

is 

CO 

4)    *"* 

4! 

r-l 

CO  O  T»* 

00 

o 

(M 

(~, 

£  o 

C-.     rH     rH 

CO 

Is 

o 

M 

Q^ 

<£ 

VO 

CO   -<J<    (M 

00 

CD 

00 

lO 

->31 

£ 

CO 

o   ■^   '^ 

CO 

CO 

lO 

ft 
n 

CD 

(N 

00 

o 

O 

CO    00    C5 

lO 

t- 

,_, 

00 

,_, 

is 

^ 

<M 

CO 

CO 

rH 

aj    ""I 

<c 

o 

CD    O    00 

o 

c^ 

,_, 

,_, 

£  o 

CO 

o 

o 

C-) 

"5   CO 

3 

CO 

g^^ 

CD 

-^ 

^ 

• 

g 

CO 

O    tX    CD 

CD 

c^ 

■^ 

o 

00 

CD 

CO 

n 

t3 

00 

O 

C5 

CO    00    CD 

-* 

o 

S^ 

M 

©   O 

" 

& 

CO 

CO 

tH 

H    O 

o 

o 

CO     rH    !M 

c-. 

r-( 

IM 

00 

o  o 

M 

Iffl 

f  o 

o 

!N 

t- 

Mt 

CO     1^ 

o 

00 

IM 

<2 

lO 

(M 

CO 

o  -^  -* 

•^ 

CO 

■^ 

»3 

r- 

t-j 

00 

n 

*j 

00 

o 

00 

CO    00    00 

o 

^ 

CO 

,_, 

CJ    O 

"* 

& 

u 

CO 

'-' 

JO 

§2 

c 

C5 

CD     rH    -^ 
O     rH     rH 

00 
CO 

^ 

CO 

§ 

IS 

o 

OJ 

c^ 

-S    CO 

3 

w 

CO    -.<<    (N 

lO 

IM 

CO 

(N 

■2 

s 

CO 

O 

£ 

c^ 

O    U5    IM 

c^ 

■^ 

o 

>- 

lO 

c^ 

c^ 

M 

■s 

00 

o 

t- 

o  o  00 

J^ 

CD 

t^ 

t- 

fe 

CO 

o 

„ 

->* 

>0     rH    on 

00 

CO 

t- 

CO 

a>  o 

05     rH    ii^ 

'S' 

CO 

a  o 

o 

M 

C<l 

O     rH 

3 

lO 

CO    ■*    -^ 

^ 

c^ 

00 

o 

^ 

c^ 

CO 

03 

CO 

O   »0    00 

Ci 

•<t< 

M< 

eo 

1(5 

i 

Ifi 

c» 

» 

o 

o 

O    O    00 

CO 

c^ 

Ci 

eo 

O    O 

■* 

s 

§5-- 

eo 

CO 

i5§ 

„ 

CO 

lO     rH    CO 

00 

a 

00 

eo 

OT     r-     rH 

Tjt 

(M 

o 

<M 

•• 

«& 

e 

b 

i 

TJ 

^ 

.2 

^  a 

£ 

eo 

_2 

^ 

1 

il 

ij. 

% 

2" 

o 
£ 

1 

oT 

1 

a  "g 

res  of  land 
uses  and  lo 

en,  at  $2, 

1 

(M 

o 

a 

CJ 

O 

"S 

i 

i 

-H  a 
5    o 

ll 

"3    t)    =>    «    b    cs 

Ph  <  K  O  U  U 

o 

^ 

l^s' 

43 

FOOTING  OF  THE  GRAND-LIST  OF  ACTON  FOR  THE 

FOLLOWING  YEARS. 


Year.  Amount. 

1801.  $1326.05. 

1802.  1591.20. 

1803.  1641.45. 
1805.  2298.07. 


Year.  Amount. 

1808.  S2732.22. 

1809.  2635.23.' 

1810.  2643.75. 

1811.  2719.00. 


Year.  Amount. 

1812.  $3127.50. 

1813.  3006.00. 

1814.  2751.00. 

1815.  2834.50. 


Year.  Amount 

1816.  S3062.75 

1817.  3042.41 

1818.  2614.50 
1824.  1895.09 


Year.                        Amount.  Year.                        Amount.  Year.                         Amount 

1829.  Sch.  Dist.  1,  S395.58  1833.  Sch.  Dist.  1,  $418.69  1837.  Sch.  Dist.  1,  $393.95 

"          2,     345.66  "         2,     420.11                   "          2,     351.92 

3,     128.77  "         3,     177.84                   "          3,     165.04 

"         4,     122.70  "         4,     160.20                   "         4,     159.65 


Amount  of  list,     $992.71  Amount  of  list,   $1,176.84  Amount  of  list,   $1,070.56 

1830.  Sch.  Dist.  1,  $396.92  1834.  Sch.  Dist.  1,  $446.34  1838.  Sch.  Dist.  1,  $374.24 

2,  336.33  "  2,  423.21                   ''         2,     348.52 

3,  136.42  "  3,  181.29                   "         3,     166.54 
''         4,  129.14  ''         4,  162.90                   "         4,     138.80 


Amount  of  list,      $998.81   Amount  of  list,   $1,213.74  Amount  of  list,  $1,028.10 

1831.  Sch.  Dist.  1,  $379.95  1835.  Sch.  Dist.  1,  $442.74  1839.  Sch.  Dist.  1,  $319.75 

2,  313.63  "  2,     421.30  "         2,     346.60 

3,  145.42  "         3,     180.74  «         3,     158.76 

4,  143.29  "         4,     180.15  "         4,     152.80 
Amount  of  list,     $982.29  Amount  of  list,    $1,224.93  Amount  of  list,     $977.91 


1832.  Sch.  Dist.  1,  $414.-34  1836.  Sch.  Dist.  1,  $450.24  1840.  Sch.  Dist.  1,  $386.11 

"         2,  342.10                   "         2,     328.94                   "         2,  322.86 

3,  191.44                   "          3,     138.84                   "         3,  169.01 

"         4,  155.75                   "         4,     158.10                   '*         4,  139.00 


Amount  of  list,   $1,103,63  Amount  of  list,    $1,076.12  Amount  of  list,  $1,016.98 

Summary  showing  the  average  amount  triennially  of  the  grand-lists  of  Acton 
taken  under  the  listing  law  of  1825,  and  remaining  in  our  town  clerk's  office. 
1829, 1830, 1831,  Average  Amount'  $991.27. 
1832,1833,1834,        "  "        1164.73. 

1835,1836,1837,        "  "        1123.87. 

1838,1839,1840,        "  "        1007.66. 


NUMBER  OF  INHABITANTS. 


Census  of  1792, 

49. 

Census  of  1820, 

204. 

1800, 

132. 

1830, 

176. 

1810, 

245. 

1840, 

170. 

44 
REPRESENTATIVES  TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

1824,  26,  28.  Ebenezer  Huntington. 

1825.  Lemuel  Farwell. 
1829,  30,  35,  38,  40.  Nathan  Fisher. 

1827,  31,  32,  33,  34,  36,  37,  39.     Not  represented. 

DELEGATE  TO  CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTIONS. 

1828.  Not  represented.  1836.     Nathan  Fisher. 

JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE. 

1802,  03,  06-11.  Araos  Haile.  1813-35,  Lemuel  Farwell. 

1805,  06,  08.  Aaron  Knap.  1817-19,  22-40.  Eb'r  Huntington. 

1811,12.  John  White.  1829-40.  Nathan  Fisher. 

1812.  Alexander  Haile.  1836-40.  Daniel  Fisher. 

PROPRIETORS'  CLERKS. 

Previous  to  ]March  7,  1782,     Nathan  Fisk, 
After  March  7,  1782,  Amos  Haile. 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 

TOWN   CLERKS. 

1801-08.  Waitstill  Scott,  Jr.       1819-29.  Eb'r.  Huntington. 

1809-17.  Amos  Haile.  1830-33,  36-40.  Daniel  Fisher. 

1818.  William  Harris,  Jr.     1834-35.  Lemuel  Farwell. 

MODERATORS  OF  ANNUAL  MARCH  MEETINGS. 

Farr,  Thomas,  1804. 

Farwell,  Lemuel,  1807,  '08,  '09,  '12,  '13,  '19,  '28. 

Fisher,  Noah,  Jr.,  1805,  '06. 

Fisher,  Timothy,  1802,  '10,  '11,  '14,  '15,  '20. 

Harris,  William.  Jr.,  1823. 

Holden,  Philemon,  1801. 

Holden,  Squire,  1825. 

Huntington,  Ebenezer,  1816,  '17,  '18,  '37. 

Knap,  Aaron,  1803. 

Scott,  Rhodolphus,  1821,  '22. 

Sprague,  Major,  1824,  '26,  '27,  '29,  '30,  '31,  '32-36,  '38-40. 
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TOWN    TREASURERS. 

1801-06,  19-22.     Isaac  Fisher.  1823-29.  Eb'r  Huntington. 

1807-08.  Amos  Ilaile.  1830-33,  36-40.    Daniel  Fisher. 

1809-18,  34,  35.     Lemuel  Fanvell. 

SELECTMEN. 

1801,  Amos  Haile,  Aaron  Knap,  William  Jennison. 

1802,  Amos  Haile,  Aaron  Knap,  Waitstill  Scott. 

1803,  Waitstill  Scott,  Thomas  Farr,  William  Jennison. 

1804,  xVmos  Haile,  Aaron  Knap,  Joseph  Covey. 

1805,  Amos  Haile,  Waitstill  Scott,  Lemuel  Farwell, 
1806-08,  Waitstill  Scott,  John  Warren,  Wilson  Hildreth. 

1809,  Amos  Haile,  William  Jennison,  John  White. 

1810,  Amos  Haile,  John  White,  Benjamin  Janes. 

1811,  Lemuel  Farwell,  Josiah  Gates,  Isaac  Fisher. 

1812,  Amos  Haile,  John  White,  Lemuel  Farwell. 

1813,  Amos  Haile,  Lemuel  Farwell,  Timothy  Fisher. 

1814,  Lemuel  Farwell,  Azel  Covey,  Timothy  Fisher. 

1815,  Timothy  Fisher,  Isaac  Fisher,  Rhodolphus  Scott, 

1816,  Timothy  Fisher,  Rhodolphus  Scott,  Isaac  Fisher. 

1817,  Amos  Hale,  Rhodolphus  Scott,  Lemuel  Farwell. 

1818,  Lemuel  Farwell,  Rhodolphus  Scott,  Levi  Covey, 

1819,  Lemuel  Farwell,  William  Harris,  Jr.,  Major  Sprague, 

1820,  Timothy  Fisher,  Rhodolphus  Scott,  Major  Sprague. 

1821,  Rhodolphus  Scott,  Ebenezer,  Huntington,  John  Streeter. 

1822,  Rhodolphus  Scott,  John  Streeter,  Isaac  Powers, 

1823,  William  Harris,  Jr.,  Isaac  Fisher,  Lemuel  Farwell. 

1824,  William  Jennison,  Noah  Fisher,  Isaac  Fisher. 

1825,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  William  Harris,  Jr.,  Lemuel  Farwell. 

1826,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Lemuel  Farwell,  William  Harris,  Jr. 

1827,  Lemuel  Farwell  Isaac  Fisher,  Jr.,  William  Harris,  Jr, 

1828,  Lemuel  Farwell,  William  Harris,  Jr.,  Isaac  Fisher,  Jr, 

1829,  Isaac  Fisher,  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Nathan  Fisher. 

1830,  Isaac  Fisher,  Jr.,  Nathan  Fisher,  Dennis  Holden. 

1831,  Isaac  Fisher,  Jr.,  Nathan  Fisher,  ApoUos  Francis, 
1832-33,  Lemuel  Farwell,  Major  Sprague,  Horace  W,  Stone. 

1834,  Major  Sprague,  Horace  W.  Stone,  Joseph  Jennison, 

1835,  Nathan  Fisher,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Joseph  Christy, 

1836,  Joseph  Jennison,  Major  Sprague,  Israel  Hazelton, 

1837,  Major  Sprague,  Israel  Hazelton,  Nathan  Fisher. 
1838-39,  Major  Sprague,  Squire  Holden,  Eli  Smith. 
1840,  Squire  Holden,  Eli  Smith,  Isaac  Fisher,  Jr. 
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LISTERS. 

1801,  Amos  Haile,  Waitstill  Scott,  Jr. 

1802,  Philemon  Holden,  Rufus  Scott. 

1803,  Isaac  Fisher,  Aaron  Knap. 

1804,  Waitstill  Scott,  Solomon  Hudson. 

1805,  Amos  Haile,  William  Jennison,  Timothy  Fisher. 

1806,  Thomas  Farr,  Lemuel  Farwell,  Eleazer  Cobleigh. 

1807,  Amos  Haile,  Isaac  Fisher,  William  Jennison,  John  Streeter. 

1808,  Josiah  Gates,  John  White,  Ezra  Streeter. 

1809,  William  Johnson,  John  Streeter,  Rhodolphus  Scott. 

1810,  Lemuel  Farwell,  Josiah  Gates,  William  Jennison. 

1811,  John  White,  Isaac  Fisher,  Benj.  Sumner,  Jr. 

1812,  Benjamin  Janes,  John  Streeter,  Peter  Allen. 

1813,  Wilson  Hildreth,  Noah  Fisher,  Benjamin  Sumner. 

1814,  Amos  Haile,  Lemuel  Farwell,  William  Johnson. 

1815,  William  Jennison,  Rhodolphus  Scott,  Ebenezer  Brooks. 

1816,  Milton  Wilder,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  William  Johnson. 

1817,  William  Harris,  Jr.,  Levi  Covey,  William  Johnson. 

1818,  Milton  Wilder,  Ebenzer  Huntington,  Isaac  Fisher,  Jr. 

1819,  Lemuel  Farwell,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Major  Sprague. 

1820,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Isaac  Fisher,  Rhodolphus  Scott. 

1821,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Isaac  Fisher,  Lemuel  Farwell. 

1822,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Major  Sprague,  William  Harris,  Jr. 

1823,  Isaac  Fisher,  Jr.,  INIajor  Sprague,  Timothy  Fisher,  Jr. 

1824,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Lemuel  Farwell,  Timothy  Fisher. 

1825,  Isaac  Fisher,  Jr.,  Micah  R.  Farr,  Major  Sprague. 

1826,  Squire  Holden,  Thomas  Farr,  Zebulon  Jefts. 

1827,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Lemuel  Farwell,  William  Harris  Jr. 

1828,  Nathan  Fisher,  Eli  Smith,  Zebulon  Jefts. 

1829,  Lemuel  Farwell,  INIajor  Sprague,  Thomas  Farr. 

1830,  Thomas  Farr,  Pliny  Fisher,  Squire  Hodeu. 

1831,  Major  Sprague,  Horace  W.  Stone,  Iri  Fairbanks. 

1832,  Nathan  Fisher,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Samuel  Jennison, 

1833,  Joseph  Jennison,  Isaac  Fisher,  Jr.,  Alonzo  Hildreth. 

1834,  Nathan  Fisher,  Israel  Hazelton,  Alonzo  Hildreth. 

1835,  INIajor  Sprague,  Isaac  Fisher,  Jr.,  Pliny  Fisher. 

1836,  Pliny  Fisher,  Israel  Streeter,  Isaac  Fisher,  Jr. 

1837,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Isaac  Fisher,  Jr.,  Alanson  Hildreth. 

1838,  Dennis  Holden,  Joseph  Jennison,  Isaac  Fisher,  Jr. 

1839,  Nathan  Fisher,  Joseph  Jennison,  Israel  Hazelton. 

1840,  Major  Sprague,  Pliny  Fisher,  Apollos  Francis. 
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CONSTABLES 


1801. 

Isaac  Fisher. 

1812. 

Ezra  Streeter. 

1802, 

05. 

Timothy  Fisher. 

1813. 

Peter  Allen. 

1803. 

Rufus  Scott. 

1817. 

Ebenezer  Huntington. 

1804. 

Noah  Fisher,  Jr. 

1829-34. 

Jonas  Holden, 

1806- 

-10. 

Josiah  Gates. 

1835,  36, 

40. 

Philemon  Holden. 

1811. 

Rhodolphus  Scott. 

1837-39. 

Dennis  Holden. 

1814, 

15, 

16,  18,  21,  22,  24,  25,  26.         Tira 

othy 

Fisher,  Jr. 

1819, 

20, 

23,  27,  28. 

Squire  Holden. 
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